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The Listening Heart 
By Flora E. Breck 


“Be still, and know that I am God” (Psa. 

46:10). 
E TOLD the Lord his plans for 

coming days; 

His haughty. heart was set on mighty 
ways. 

With every nerve and sinew—on he 
went; 

But goals seemed far—and he was 
nearly spent. 


Then after days of wand’ring to and fro, 

He listened to the words, “Be still, and 
know.” 

And instantly he saw what had been dim, 

Because he listened when God spoke to 
him. 
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Safety in Thorns 


Annoyances that seem to us like 
thorns have their purpose. ‘This winter 
a certain Cooper’s hawk has become very 
bold and will often come within twenty 
feet of a house in pursuit of a flock of 
English sparrows. But they have learned 
that they can find safety deep down in 
a large barberry bush. The hawk swoops 
in, hops around the bush on the ground, 
Springs to the top of it, and generally 
flies off frustrated. While he is near, 


there is great excitement among the 
sparrows, but when they think the coast 
is clear, they go back to the feeding 
station. Through Hosea, God pleaded 
with Israel in highly symbolic language, 
as a husband would plead with a way- 
ward wife. He said: “Therefore, be- 
hold, I will hedge up thy way with 
thorns, and make a wall, that she shall 
not find her paths. And she shall fol- 
low after her lovers, but she shall not 
overtake them; and she shall seek them, 
but shall not find them: then shall she 
say, I will go and return to my first hus- 


band; for then was it better with me 
than now” (2:6, 7). .If He hedged Is- 
rael’s way with thorns, and provides a 
barberry bush for a little flock of Eng- 
lish sparrows, may we not see His re- 
straining and protecting hand in the 
nagging, pricking trials that beset our 
path? Without doubt they help to keep 
us in the straight and narrow way, and 
in God’s inscrutable wisdom, they may 
be the very things that prevent us from 
exposing ourselves to that great Enemy 
who “walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour,” 


“Such a Man” and the Upper Room 


A Holy Week Meditation by Henri Eberhard 


E ARE on the threshold of Holy 

Week. I would like to put be- 

fore you a strange and anony- 

mous figure in whom we shall discover, 
little by little, much beauty. Jesus 
called him “Such a man” (Matt, 26:18). 
A price had been put on the head of 
the Son of man. He was pursued by 
scribes and Pharisees, doctors of the Law 
and leaders of the people. The Lord 
of Heaven was an outlaw on earth, wan- 
dering at night in the outskirts of Jeru- 
salem and hiding Himself with friends. 
He did not wish to leave this world 
before He had instituted the Holy Sup- 
per. The great symbol must be given 
to His apostles for them to hand down 
to the church of the future. That sacra- 
ment, which was to attest His death and 
resurrection, was to be the foundation 
of the faith and the hope of His people. 
Where, then, should it be celebrated? 
Where were they to eat the Passover 
this year? The question, “Master, where 
wilt thou that we prepare for thee to 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“A new heart also will I give 
you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you: and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, 
and I will give you an heart of 
flesh” (Ezek. 36:26). 




















eat the passover?” revealed a certain 
perplexity. It contained the anxious 
undertone: “Who will invite thee? Who 
will risk his life to receive thee?” It 
was then that Jesus addressed to them 
this strange reply, “Go into the city to 
such a man, and say unto him, The Mas- 
ter saith, My time is at hand; I will 
keep the passover at thy house with my 
disciples.” 

Do you realize exactly what this an- 
swer meant? Prudent precautions were 
apparently taken. Two disciples were 
to go to a specified door. They would 
find there a man bearing a water pitcher 
—evidently an agreed-on sign. They 
were to follow him into the house with- 
out saying a word. They would then 
utter a phrase agreed on as a password. 
A chamber, lofty, wide, and furnished, 
would be given them. 

There was here something unusual in 
the life of Jesus if I am not mistaken. 
One almost has difficulty in imagining 
such a clandestine action on the part 
of the Son of God. Nevertheless did 
not the time and place in which He 
found Himself justify it? He was a man 
in the midst of men. He acted accord- 
ing to the faith of His two emissaries. 
He protected them with an elementary 
prudence. Over against hostile men He 
also protected the last evening of His 
life, in the course of which was to be 
given to His disciples, once for all and 
in solemn fashion, the greatest revela- 
tion of the Word. 
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There was also here an act of cour- 
age which should not be passed over 
in silence. “Such a man,” as disciple of 
the Lord, did not fear to open his house 
to his proscribed Master. Thereby, 
doubtless, he risked his own life. And 
in the course of this week, when we 
shall see a whole people turn in a single 
about-face — the apostles flee, Judas be- 
tray, Peter deny, the multitude demand 
the death of Him they first acclaimed, 
Pilate washing his hands—he, “such a 
man,” is one of the rare friends who did 
not refuse his Saviour a thing which 
might compromise himself. He appears 
thus really. great. It is rare to finda 
man truly courageous and faithful, one 
who does not abandon his convictions 
in the day of danger. 

Are we not very prudent when it is 
a question of witnessing for Him we call 
our Saviour? To tell the truth, we do 
not often speak of Him in the circles 
where His name would provoke mockery 
and even irony. We pass rapidly by our 
name of Christian and the demands it 
carries with it when this puts us out 
in front for observation, for criticism. 
And what if the name of Jesus Christ 
endangers us, imperils our daily bread, 
stands in the way of our advancement, 
of a better social situation, of a mar- 
riage either for ourselves or our chil- 
dren? Then we little resemble “Such 
a man” who opened his house to a 
refugee. We close ours—or rather the 
door of our hearts.- 

Moreover, is not Jesus always a pro- 
scribed one? Does He not become so 
more and more? I have often thought 
what would have happened if “Such a 
man” had refused his furnished upper 
room to the threatened Christ, if he had 
spoken one of those well-phrased and 
prudent formulas with which we are so 
familiar: 

“Lord, I cannot lend it Thee. You 
understand that my situation does not 
allow it. My heart is certainly with 
You, but I would run up against insur- 
mountable difficulties if I were discov- 
ered. I can agree to run certain risks 
indeed since I am on Thy side, but my 
folks would not understand why I should 
subject them to risks by an imprudence,. 
One has no right to subject others to 
the consequences of one’s personal en- 
gagements.” Yes, indeed, “Such a man” 
might easily have refused the request 
the Master made to him. Then what 
would have happened? 

“Jesus would have applied to someone 
else,” you may perhaps say. But could 
He have done so? Are you so sure that 
He had other friends with such a room 
at their disposal? How do you know 
but that “Such a man” was the. single 
person upon whom He could count? 
Doubtless the Holy Meal would have 
taken place, nevertheless, for God needs 
no one. His first morning was in a 
stable, His last evening might well have 
been in a hidden hut in the Jewish 
countryside. But how different then 
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would things have been for our evan- 
gelical memories, for the history of the 
Church, for our inner life even. When 
God makes a demand on us, do we com- 
prehend fully what responsibility it puts 
upon us? Let. us take all the measure- 
ments before we decline. We think 
there are enough other people who can 
do whct we refuse to do. We think 
God will not lack ways and means to 
carry out His plans— and are doubtless 
right. But since He honors us in asso- 
ciating us with Him in His work, since 
He makes us workers together with Him, 
we ought to know that on the human 
plane He agrees to limit Himself and 
take risks. 

We can then ask questions such as 
these: What would have happened if 
no apostle had followed Christ? If Mat- 
thew and John had .neglected to write 
their Gospels? If St. Paul had resisted 
the heavenly vision? If later St. Augus- 
tine or St. Francis had not been con- 
verted? If Luther had not proclaimed 
in Europe his rediscovery of justifica- 
tion by faith? If Livingstone and Coil- 
lard had not set out to Africa? In a 
word, what would have happened if such 
a Christian had not given himself to 
God or such a notorious malefactor not 
accepted grace? A free decision in the 
face of God can change the face of the 
world. 





Oh, I think often and with profound 
emotion of this last celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper on earth. 

He has come thither, accompanied by 
the Twelve—muffled steps, keeping 
silence as they walked along the walls. 
He knocked quietly on the door which” 
opened and the little company went in* 
silently. Then the great drama began. 
Jesus washes the feet of His disciples. 
He reclines near the table garnished 
with the traditional dishes. His apostles 
surround Him. Then He pronounces 
those unforgettable discourses which the 
disciple He loved reported for us and 
which are for the Church of all time 
the most beautiful that came from His 
lips, that have formed its spiritual sus- 
tenance from age to age; words regard- 
ing the love which unites the Master to 
His own after life and death; on the 
peace that passeth all understanding 
which He gives and no one can take 
away; on the place He goes to prepare 
for us in a better world; on the Holy 
Spirit which is the continuous and con- 
stant presence of Him who is now leav- 
ing; on the communion of. the vine and 
the branches; all terminated by the in- 
comparable high priestly prayer which 
remains for the whole disunited Church 
the light toward which it looks in order 
still to believe in one flock and one 
Shepherd. Then the institution of the 
Holy Supper, the bread and the cup. 
Thus does the Church for the first time 
taste the infinite joy of communion in 
Him who, present today, departing on 
the morrow, remains eternally living. 
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All this was implied in the acceptance 
of “Such a-man,” the unknown disciple 
whose courage did not fail. 

Nor should we forget that after Geth- 
semane, the cross, and the empty tomb, 
when Jesus wished to receive His dis- 
ciples as a group to show Himself to 
them and to speak to them in the joy 
of eternal life as He had spoken to them 
together in the anguish of approaching 
death, it was to the Upper Room that 
He returned, there that He showed Him- 
self, that He dissipated their unbelief, 
that He gave to them His last instruc. 
tions which are for us the most consoling 
of all. The Upper Room became the 
vestibule to Heaven. We see it now 
through the clear light of the Resur- 
rection, 

And when the Holy Spirit descended 
in His plenitude on earth, when He took 
possession of men and communicated to 
them His power that they might con- 
found the multitude and gain souls to 
Christ; when suddenly the disciples 
found themselves announcing the most 
astonishing news which ever was, in all 
the tongues under heaven, when in a 
word the Church appeared to men in all 
its power — it was again the Upper Room 
from which all came. The whole build- 
ing shook under the power of this prodi- 
gious. baptism. 

Yes, the Upper Room is the place most 
loved of Christians of all time. It is 
(Continued on page 252) 








Notes on Gpen Letters 


‘A Ministry to Veterans 


I am one of the visiting chaplains 
of the Aaron Post of the American 
Legion, whose primary objective’ ‘is 
getting the Gospel to comrades in Gov- 
ernment hospitals. Since May of last 

ear, we have made more than 3,00 

edside calls, praying, pleading, and 
leaving the Word and Gospel-centered 
tracts with the soldiers and veterans. 

Many professed Jesus. The _ other 

chaplain of the Post, the Rev. Ernest 

W. Miller, has done even more. 

your readers have loved ones in Gov- 

ernment hospitals in this general set- 
tion, and will certify their where- 
abouts to me, you may _ know _ that 
every effort will be made to bring 

Christ to them, 

This letter is from the Rev. Walter B. 
Knight, pastor of the Hyde Park Bible 
Church, 5462 Kenwood Ave., Chicago 15. 
Mr. Knight has been a reader of the 
Trmes for more than twenty years, and 
the word “Bible” in the name of his 
church inspires confidence in these days 
when so many churches have departed 
from the faith. Mr. Knight is the editor 
of the book entitled “3,000 Illustrations 
for Christian Service” (Eerdmans, Grand 
Rapils 3, Mich.), many of which have 
been taken from THE Sunpay ScHOd 
Times “Illustration Round Table”;, and 
is also the author of several attractive 
leaflets issued by the Moody Press. 
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Regathering Israel— A Modern Miracle 


Remarkable evidences of the fulfillment of prophecy 
in recent years in Palestine 


desolate country, with only about 
60,000 Jews, who were scattered 
here and there through the land. 

Today there are over 700,000 Jews in 
Palestine, with more than 300 flourish- 
ing Jewish colonies; and the land that 
had lain desolate for centuries is now 
beginning to blossom like the rose. 

What is the meaning of this transfor- 
mation in the Promised Land in a single 
generation? It is the Lord God of Hosts 
keeping His covenant promises to Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob; and fulfilling 
with unerring precision the predictions 
of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, and 
other Old Testament prophets. And, last 
but by no means least, through these 
stirring events God is preparing Pales- 
tine for the coming King who will rule 
over all peoples and kindreds and 
tongues for a thousand years. 

It has been my privilege to visit Pal- 
estine three times in’ connection with 
preparing little books and lectures on 
the fulfillment of Bible prophecy, and 
the distribution of Hebrew New Testa- 
ments among Jewish people there. For 
the past ten years or more the Million 
Testaments Campaign has been distribut- 
ing beautifully printed Hebrew New 
Testaments in Palestine..Some years ago 
we had word that it was not an uncom- 
mon sight to see a Jewish young man 
walking along the street in Jerusalem 
with one of our little Hebrew New Tes- 
taments in his hand. 


Meeting Old Friends 

For years the Rev. Ralph Fried was 
the-director of the Christian and Mis- 
sionary Alliance in Palestine, and Trans- 
jerdania and Syria. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Fried have co-operated splendidly in 
giving supplies of our Hebrew New Tes- 
taments to Christian workers in Pales- 
tine. to. present to Jewish people who 
would agree to read them. 

On two different occasions, Mrs. Davis 
and I had the privilege. of spending a 
month with the Frieds in Jerusalem 
when we visited Palestine. Mr. and Mrs. 
Fried have now returned to America 
after their years of valiant service for 
the Lord in Jerusalem and in the area 
of Hauran in Transjordania. It was a 
real joy to renew our fellowship during 
a recent visit with the Frieds as they 
passed through Philadelphia, 

Mr. and Mrs. Fried told us how they 
remained in Jerusalem until most of 
the missionaries were evacuated at the 
outbreak of the recent Jewish-Arab war. 
Then with the Lord’s wondrous help 
and blessing they were able to get out 
ot-Palestine and go over to Cyprus for 


Tacs years ago Palestine was a 


Mr. Davis has made three visits to 
Palestine in the last twenty years, 
and he and Mrs. Davis recently 
renewed their friendship in Phila- 
delphia with a missionary coupie 
whom they had known in Jerusalem. 
From his own observation and what 
he has heard from his missionary 
friends, Mr. Davis brings before 
Times readers some outstanding 
signs which show that prophecy is 
being fulfilled today in the new 
nation. The three books that he has 
written on Palestine are: “Fulfilled 
Prophecies That Prove the Bible,” 
“Rebuilding Palestine According to 
Prophecy,” and “Seeing Prophecy 
Fulfilled in Palestine” (35c each; 
three for $1). The prophecy edition 
of the New Testament shows in bold 
type all the Old Testament prophe- 
cies quoted in the New Testament. 
The books and Testaments may be 
obtained from the Million Testa- 
ments Campaigns, 1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia 2. 








some months. They told us that there 
is a real eagerness among the Jews in 
Palestine to read the New Testament. 
Mrs. Fried told how she kept a supply 
of the Hebrew New Testaments in their 
home in Jerusalem and, when Jewish 
people came to their door, she would 
frequently offer them a copy of the “lit- 
tle blue book.” She said that most of 
the Jews gladly received the Hebrew 
New Testament. 

Mr. Fried told us a story of a remark- 
able visit that he and others of their 
mission paid to a Jewish colony in Pal- 
estine not long before they left Jeru- 
salem. Mr. Fried had been invited to 
visit the colony and gladly accepted the 
invitation. He took with him seventy- 
five copies of our Hebrew New Testa- 
ment. But let Mr. Fried himself tell you 
the story of what happened: 

“We had a special invitation from the 
leaders of a Jewish colony in Palestine 
to give a lecture on Christianity. Mr. 
Samms, Mr. Blum, and myself went 
there. We had a very cordial reception. 
Arrangements had been made to give the 
lecture in the public dining hall. 

“The colony has some two hundred 
young pioneers, mostly young married 
couples. We wondered how many would 
attend. To our amazement and to theirs, 
180 of the 200 attended—the other 20 
having to look after special duties in the 
colony. 

“A clear-cut Gospel message was given 
and the attention was remarkable, After 
the formal meeting of one hour was dis- 
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missed, a question period followed which 
lasted two hours more. 

“We asked their permission to give out 
copies of the Prophecy Edition of the 
Hebrew New Testament. They readily 
consented. Our supply of about seventy- 
five New Testaments was taken in a few 
minutes’ time, and they urged us to mail 
more copies to them, which we gladly 
did. I have never before in my life 
seen’ such eagerness to receive New 
Testaments! Usually we find individuals 
who will accept the New Testaments 
when no other Jews see it, but here they 
took the New Testaments publicly and 
eagerly.” 

Just here let me share with you the 
good news that the Lord wonderfully 
preserved our rather large stock of He- 
brew New Testaments that were stored 
in Jerusalem throughout the fierce shell- 
ing of that city. Please pray that the 
distribution of these Testaments may 
now continue with much fruitage to the 
glory of God. 


Two Significant Modern Events 


Surely two of the most remarkable 
and significant events of modern times 
are the return of the Jews to Palestine 
in such large numbers, and the trans- 
formation of that long-desolate country 
into a land that is beginning to blossom 
like the rose. We are watching what 
is happening in Palestine with great 
interest, and are praying éarnestly for 
the Jews as they are rebuilding their 
ancient homeland. 

More than twenty-five centuries ago 
the prophet Jeremiah declared: “There- 
fore, behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that it shall no more be said, The 
Lord liveth, that brought up the chil- 
dren of Israel out of the land of Egypt; 
but, The Lord liveth, that brought up 
the children of Israel from the land of 
the north, and from all the lands whither 
he had driven them: and I will bring 
them again into their land that I gave 
unto their fathers” (Jer. 16:14, 15). 

We all know how marvelously the 
Lord worked on behalf of the Chosen 
People long ago — the plagues in Egypt, 
the crossing of the Red Sea on dry 
ground, the daily manna from Heaven, 
the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar 
of fire by night, the bringing of water 
out of the rock, and many other marvels. 
They were the most miraculous events 
in the history of the world up to that 
time. No wonder that for generations 
following the people of the nations ex- 
claimed, “The Lord liveth, that brought 
up the children of Israel out of the land 
of Egypt.” But note carefully that Jere- 
miah declares that in the latter days 
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people will once more exclaim in wonder 
and amazement “The Lord liveth !” And 
this is being fulfilled today before our 
very eyes. 

The first exodus of the Israelites was 
from a southern country —from Egypt 
northward to Canaan. The second ex- 
odus was and is to be from “the land 
of the north” southward to Palestine. 
What is “the land of the north”? It is 
Europe — Germany, Russia, Poland, Ru- 
mania, and the‘other lands of Europe. 
And during the last thirty years 600,000 
Jews have gone back to the land of 
their forefathers, and most of them from 
Europe. So. we today are exclaiming, 
just as Jeremiah predicted, “The Lord 
liveth !’ who has wrought such a mar- 
velous thing in our own generation. 

Through the amazing events that are 
taking place in Palestine today, God is 
indeed fulfilling the many prophecies of 
the Old Testament regarding the rebuild- 
ing of Palestine in these latter days. 
By divine inspiration Isaiah foretold 
what is happening today. In Isaiah 61:4 
we read: “And they shall build the old 
wastes, they shall raise up the former 
desolations, and they shall repair the 
waste cities, the desolations of many gen- 
erations.” 

The Jews have established over three 
hundred. colonies in the Promised Land, 
and each colony is an oasis in the midst 
of the desolate land round about. Can 
anyone doubt the authority and integrity 
and divine inspiration of the Bible after 
such evidences of fulfilled prophecy as 
have been witnessed in Palestine during 
the past thirty years? 

And the Jews have not only returned 
to Palestine in large numbers and are 
transforming the land; but they have 
also warred against their invading ene- 
mies in the surrounding countries, and 
have obtained victories over them. And 
these victories were accomplished in spite 
of the fact that England was doing her 
utmost to prevent the Jews from secur- 
ing arms and ammunition. How did the 
Jews secure their arms? It is an amaz- 
ing mystery. As I was talking with an 
American who had lived for many years 
in Jerusalem, he said, “It seems incred- 
ible that the Jews could have secured 
such victories when they were so badly 
handicapped in securing weapons with 
which to fight against their foes.” 

And the Jews have not only defeated 
their enemies, but they have established 
their own government. Praise God that 
our own country was the first one to 
recognize the new nation of Israel, and 
that other governments have now also 
recognized it, including our sister coun- 
try of Canada. 

Now the question naturally arises in 
one’s mind, “Why is it that God has 
given the Jews these victories over their 
foes, and has allowed them to establish 
their owr nation again after nearly two 
thousana years of banishment and wan- 
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dering, when they have not repented, 
and are still rejecting their long-prom- 
ised Messiah?” I believe the answer is 
found in God’s marvelous, matchless 
mercy and His everlasting love for the 
Jews; and that He might perform His 
covenant promises to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. Let us remember that be- 
cause of their idolatry the Israelites were 
carried into captivity to Babylon for 
seventy years. Then God in His great 
mercy allowed many of them to return 
to Jerusalem. Centuries later, because 
Israel as a nation rejected their Mes- 
siah, the Jews were scattered from their 
land, and have been wanderers upon the 
face of the earth for nearly twenty-eight 
times seventy years. 

And now before our eyes God is ful- 
filling His promises regarding the land 
that were made nearly four thousand 
years ago. In Psalm 105:8-11 we read: 
“He hath remembered his covenant for 
ever, the word which he commanded to 
a thousand generations. Which covenant 
he made with Abraham, and his oath 
unto Isaac; and confirmed the same unto 
Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an 
everlasting covenant: saying, Unto thee 
will I give the land of Canaan, the lot 
of your inheritance.” 

The prophet Ezekiel gives us the sec- 
ond reason why God is bringing the 
Jews back to their own land and giving 
them their own government. It is not 
for the righteousness of the Jews, but 
for His name’s honor and glory. In 
Ezekiel 36:22-24, we read: “Therefore 
say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith 
the Lord God; I do not this for your 
sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine 
holy name’s sake, which ye have pro- 
faned among the heathen, whither ye 
went. And I will sanctify my great 
name, which was profaned among the 
heathen, which ye have profaned in the 
midst of them. .. . For I will take you 
from among the heathen, and gather you 
out of all countries, and will bring you 
into your own land.” 

But there is still another reason why 
the Jews are returning to Palestine and 
are transforming the land, and have be- 
come a nation once more. It is this: 
They are preparing the way for the 
coming King! It is sadly true that the 
Jews are returning to Palestine in unbe- 
lief. But the day is not far distant when 
Zechariah 12:10 will be gloriously ful- 
filled: “And I will pour upon the house 
of David, and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of sup- 
plications: and they shall look upon me 
whom they have pierced, and they shall 
mourn for him, as one mourneth for his 
only son, and shall be in bitterness for 
him, as one that is in bitterness for his 
firstborn,” 

Much suffering awaits Israel before 
that day, even the day of Jacob’s trou- 
ble. But when the Redeemer’s feet 


again stand on the Mount of Olives and 
the nation bows in repentance before 
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Him, then Israel will be born again in 
a day, and the Jews will go forth to 
evangelize the nations, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ will rule and reign over 
all kindreds and people and tongues for 
a thousand years! 

The prophet Micah gives us a beautiful 
picture of that glorious era in chapter 
4, verses 3 and 4: “And he shall judge - 
among many people, and rebuke strong 
nations afar off; and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift 
up a sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. But they shall 
sit every man under his vine and under 
his fig tree; and none shall make them 
afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of 
hosts hath spoken it.” 

The Psalmist also foretells the glory 
of that golden age: “He shall have do- 
minion also from sea to sea, and from 
the river unto the ends of the earth, 
... Yea, all kings shall fall down before 
him: all nations shall serve him... , 
And men shall be blessed in him: all 
nations shall call him blessed” (Psa. 72: 
8, 11, 17). 

Let us pray earnestly day by day for 
the Jews in Palestine. Pray that peace 
will soon prevail in Palestine; that there 
will be full religious liberty in the new 
commonwealth; that the Lord will won. 
drously bless the distribution of the 
Word of God among the Jews; and that 
multitudes of Jews in Palestine and in all 
lands may be born again into the King- 
dom of God, 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 
“Such a Man” and the Upper 
Room 


(Continued from second page) 


there they gather most willingly to re- 
new their faith and spiritual joy. 

Do you understand now the impor- 
tance of my question, What would have 
happened if “Such a man” had refused 
his house to the Son of man? If he had 
said “No” to Jesus? 

In every event in the history of the 
Church we are also “such a man.” We 
must obey. If we yield to the will of 
God we create a history of infinite bless- 
ings for numerous souls. If we refuse 
the honor God offers us in associating us 
with Him, we close a door, bar a path, 
destroy a magnificent possibility for the 
work of grace, : 

May God, then, be ever able to count 
on us! 





This editorial, translated from the French 
by Ernest Gordon, was taken from the book 
entitled “Paraboles,”’ a collection of sermons 
by Pastor Henri Eberhard, President of the 
Regional Council of the Twelfth Synodical 
District (Alpes-Rhone) of the Reformed 
Church of France (15 Quai St.-Clair, Lyo® 
France). There is no English translation o 
his book. Mr. Gordon has translated thre 
other meditations fom Pastor Eberhard’s writ 
ings, which will be published in the Times 
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Reaching “ The Men With Shaved Heads” 


When a wild, murderous, Brazilian tribe heard the Gospel for the first time 


By HORACE BANNER 
Of the Unevangelized Fields Mission 


Sunday School Times readers will be glad to know that the book, 
“Under a Thatched Roof,” by Mrs. Rosemary Cunningham (Evangelical 
Publishers, Toronto 1, Can., $1.50), tells of missionary work among the 


Brazilian Indians. 


The author lived in the same section as that in which 


the wild tribes mentioned in this article are found. The headquarters 
of the Unevangelized Fields Mission are at 1150 N. 63rd St., Phila- 
delphia 31. 


HE Xingu River, where explorer 

Fawéett disappeared in the 20’s and 
the missionary Three Freds in the 30's, 
is still the haunt of Indian tribes just 
as wild and primitive as they were when 
Columbus discovered their world. Fol- 
lowing on the trail of the martyred mis- 
sionaries, some of us managed to plant 
a mission station near to where they 
were clubbed to death and their bodies 
left to the vultures. But in spite of 
hopes, prayers, and plans somehow to 
reach every tribe on the Xingu for the 
Lord Jesus, we were disappointed. The 
war brought all kinds of permanent re- 
strictions on the activities of foreigners. 
However, the river was never evacuated, 
and, last year, a young Brazilian couple 
from our Altamira church were able to 
join the staff of the Government Indian 
Protective Service, as teachers. 

Chief among the unreached is a wild 
tribe we have known of, prayed for, and 
vainly sought to contact for ten years. 
It has been our “Operation K.K.K.,” 
since the savages are known to other 
Indians as Kuben-kran-ken, “the men 
with shaved heads.” The nearest we 
ever came to meeting them was one 
night when they came within shouting 
distance of our mission station, but only 
to kill and plunder under our very eyes. 
However, during a five-months’ expedi- 
tion last summer, we at last made our 
first friendly contact, and that through a 
remarkable chain of circumstances. 

Eight years ago, we gave shelter to a 
poor Indian after the rest of his party 
had been shot down in an ambush laid 
by suspicious Brazilians. After some 
time in our care, he disappeared and 
managed to rejoin his people. For years 
he has been telling his story round for- 
est camp fires. All the killings have 
been avenged, incidentally, on innocent 
folks working the forest rubber trails. 
The friendly missionaries came in for 
more generous treatment. 

While the writer was on furlough in 
1947, some K.K.K. raiders attacked a 
rubber camp where some of our “tame” 
Kayapo Indians were working alongside 
Brazilians. The latter were all killed. 
The Indians managed to get away, with 
the exception of an old schoolboy of 
ours named Toot. He came to no harm 
since his captors found him good com- 
Pany with his many tales of the outside 


world. He was soon telling about the 
missionaries and teaching them all the 
hymns he knew, since they love sing- 
ing. They would ask: “Why does not 
MeBam [God] come down to earth again 
so that we can see and hear?” They 
have no word for “believe.” And, in 
that very same Indian village, was the 
fellow we had protected years before! 
Of course, he confirmed all that Toot 
said.. The result was that the K.K.K. 
made a visit to our “tame” Indians to 
see things for themselves. But the mis- 
sionaries were on furlough, 

This year, when we were able to re- 
visit the Kayapo, several of our former 
schoolboys volunteered to go into the 
forest to search out the wild tribesmen, 
to tell of our arrival and of our keen 
desire to meet them. The messengers 
were a long time away, and we began 
to fear for their safety, but in the second 
month, they returned with a crowd of 
K.K.K, 

It was a wonderful experience for us 
to watch those naked killers troop into 
the village. Painted black from head 
to foot, they wore no feathers. K.K.K. 
proved to be a misnomer, since their 
heads were not shaved, but only their 
crowns. The men’s faces were half 
hidden behind wooden disks slit into the 
flesh of their lower lips. Neither noses 
nor mouths could be seen from the front, 
but only eyes which peeped over the 
rims of the disks. They could eat and 
speak without visible facial movement. 

One of the first things they heard from 
us were some gramophone recordings in 
their own language. These we made 
while on furlough. Most impressive 
was a recording of the Ten Command- 
ments, followed by a straight confession 
of badness, a prayer for forgiveness and 
grace to go straight. We soon had them 


-singing, too. It was queer to watch those 


lip-disks tremble, then rumble as they 
rolled into action. 

It was interesting to watch the effect of 
the reading of a small book of Scripture 
translations we had just completed. The 
K.K.K. had no idea of reading, and their 
eyes gleamed with wonder as we read 
the same passages over and over again 
and they heard exactly the same words 
each time. 

Meanwhile, we had been trying to en- 
courage our two Brazilian friends in the 
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work. We found them very discour 
aged before the problems of language, 
isolation, dirt, discomfort, and the limi- 
tations of their. being government em- 
ployees. After a few early meetings in 
Portuguese, which the Indians did not 
seem to appreciate, they had given up 
organized work as hopeless. One night, 
we invited the girl to give the message 
in Portuguese while the missionary 
would pass it on in Kayapo. After her 
opening sentences, he had to give up. 
The speaker was a Bible school graduate, 
and her theme was the Book of Job, its 
date, and authorship, the patriarch’s in- 
tegrity and family priesthood! As we 
sat and heard it out, we realized that 
our problem is not just to get Brazilian 
Christians into the work, but to get them 
equipped mentally and spiritually to 
meet the Indians’ need, 

Worthy of mention is the fact that the 
Indian we befriended back in 1940 was 
among the visitors. One morning he 
came along for a chat about old times. 
He had two teeth to extract ... and could 
we arrange a few beads for his col- 
leagues, as we had once done for him? 
We found it far easier to pull the teeth 
than to explain the lack of beads. 

“Beads are hard to come by,” I began. 
“They used to come from a country with 
a long name [Czechoslovakia], but, ow- 
ing to the war, that peaceful industry 
stopped.” But our hearer was looking 
puzzled. He had never heard of the 
war! His idea of warfare was an occa- 
sion when for a few hectic minutes, men 
try to kill each other with clubs, arrows, 
and wooden lances, a rather glorious 
business for the big fellow, unless, of 
course, the other side possesses firearms. 

Were the missionary the advocate of a 
Western civilization, far better stay at 
home among his own folks than to bring 
his own chaotic way of life to a crowd 
of primitive folks like the K.K.K. But 
the true missionary’s marching orders 
come from Olivet and not from Moscow, 
New York, or London. “Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel.” And 
so the Gospel is being preached to still 
another of Brazil’s wild Indian tribes. 
To one who has been actively engaged 
in Indian evangelization for nearly twenty 
years, these contacts with the K.K.K. 
are in strange contrast to the perilous 
first meetings with other tribes. 

No flesh can glory in the Lord’s pres- 
ence, since very literally, we had noth- 
ing to offer them but the Gospel. No. 
elaborate mission compound; no provi- 
sion for medical service; not so much as 
a hunting rifle or a boat other then the 
R.A.F. dinghy we carry in our camping 
kit. Two lone missionaries are respon- 
sible for the whole lower reaches of the 
river, a distance of some five hundred 
miles. What an opportunity for the 
Lord to work! 

We were very reluctant to leave the 
Indians, but the rest of the river called. 


(Continued on page 264) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





E two hundredth anniversary of 
the death of Isaac Watts was ob- 
served widely in England as was 
fitting, for he was Christ’s Poet Laureate 
in that land of beautiful hymns. It is 
interesting to learn that his mother was 
of Huguenot stock, a refugee after the 
Massacre of St. Bartholomew Night. His 
father was in prison for his religious 
opinions at the very time that Isaac was 
born, in spite of the fact that this father 
was the son of a naval commander un- 
der Admiral Blake. It was a time of 
persecution: Bunyan was in Bedford 
jail; Richard Baxter was being badgered 
by Judge Jeffries. 

Watts was remarkable for his boyhood 
precocity, having started Latin at three, 
Greek at nine, and Hebrew at thirteen. 
For this precocity, he may have suffered 
in later life, for he was always a physi- 
cal weakling. Yet he was pastor, edu- 
cationist, author of distinguished works 
in logic, astronomy, geography. On his 
desk was a flute, a Bible, a telescope, 
hymnbook, a work on logic—all sym- 
bolizing his varied interests. 

He was charged with Unitarian ten- 
dencies. Actually he was “the poet of 
the Atonement.” He insisted that “the 
great aim of his life was to lead such 
as deny the deity of Christ into belief 
in it,” and indeed no Unitarian could 
have written, 

Ere the blue heavens were stretched 

abroad, 
From everlasting was the Word; 

With God He was, the Word was God, 

And must divinely be adored. 

He set the Gospel to music — “Jesus 
shall’ reign where’er the sun” (with 
John Hutton’s monumental tune), “O 
God our help in ages past,” which is 
almost the national hymn of England, 
“Come ye that love the Lord,” “There 
is a land of pure delight,” and best of 
all “When I survey the wondrous cross,” 
tender and beautiful, which Matthew 
Arnold declared the greatest of English 
hymns. 

It is interesting to learn that the bells 
of Southampton, his birthplace, even to- 
day ring out the tune “O God our help 
in ages past” every four hours, that 
hymn which goes back to Moses’ medi- 
tation on life and death in the Ninetieth 
Psalm. Also that Watts could be satiri- 
cal, as when he stigmatized the worldly 
and pleasure-seeking as those who, 

Creep into this world to eat and sleep, 

And know no reason why they're born 

But merely to consume the corn, 

Devour the cattle, fowl, and fish, 

And leave behind an empty dish. 


In Cuba 400,000 families have radios, 
and the evangelical mission is on the 
larger of Cuba’s two networks. 


It is 


certain that a great percentage of the 
radios are turned to that network every 
Sunday morning. Attention is arrested 
immediately when a clear tenor voice 
breaks through singing, “It is morning in 
my heart.” 

“Even the rebellious listen. The other 
day we heard of a district where, on 
two occasions, workers have tried to 
conduct meetings but the opposition was 
so strong it was impossible. That op- 
position, however, did not keep out the 
radio program. Today, as a result of this 
ministry, the people have invited the 
worker to come and conduct meetings. 
This winter we shall have the joy of 
receiving one of the radio converts as a 
student in the Bible school. What a 
soul-winner she has been! She has 
already won ten of the fifteer: members 
of her household to the Lord. 

From Guatemala comes similar good 
news. The government has given per- 
mission to the Central American Mis- 
sion to install and operate a station of 
250 to 1,000 watt long wave and 5,000 to 
10,000 watt short wave. The programs 
will be educational, cultural, and evange- 
listic, with no time limit. Fifty-five pro- 
grams monthly will be put on the air, 
Mr. Robert Whitlock, who has been 
trained in radio technique, will take 
charge, and will have the co-operation 
of Mr. and Mrs. George Ferris, former 
missionaries in Costa Rica. 

Paul wrote of sounding out “the word 
of the Lord not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but also in every place.” This 
is now going on, on a greatly enlarged 
pattern, 


Good News from Britain through Mr. 
John Ferguson. He has been visiting the 
assemblies of the (Plymouth) Brethren 
in English, Scottish, and Ulster cities, 
and found everywhere “great vitality and 
aggressiveness.” 

“I started at Glasgow. At Busby I 
found the brethren were contemplating 
building a larger hall. This was typical. 
Everywhere I went halls were crowded 
out. They are packed to capacity at 
Sunday night Gospel meetings. 

“I was invited to speak at the Half- 
Yearly Meetings at Glasgow. About fif- 
teen hundred were in attendance. The 
closing Missionary Rally, held in St. An- 
drew’s Hall, brought more than two 
thousand together. There were similar 
meetings in Edinburgh. 

“In addition to open-air meetings, an- 
other form of aggressive testimony in 
Scotland and ‘throughout Britain are the 
women’s meetings for -reaching the 
mothers of Sunday school children. The 
results are most gratifying. There are 
approximately fifty assemblies in Glas- 





By ERNEST GORDON 


gow; in Lanarkshire, more than one hun. 
dred and fifty.” 

In Ulster, Mr. Ferguson found the same 
fervor. Night after night he spoke in 
Belfast meetings. In the very small area 
that constitutes Ulster, there are one 
hundred and _ fifty-two assemblies, 
“Crossing over to England, I found that 
in Liverpool and the immediate vicin. 
ity were fifty-two assemblies. Their 
young people’s rallies every Saturday 
night draw large crowds. In Cardiff 
there are about twenty-six assemblies 
in a city of 200,000. One is immediately 
impressed in the British assemblies with 
the gifts manifested by local Brethren, 
Some of Britain’s finest teachers are 
Brethren in business, and the large as- 
semblies are being fed for the most part 
by these laymen. 

“So aggressive is the children’s work 
that many of the assemblies have to 
have two Sunday school sessions. In 
Matchete Street, Assembly in Belfast 
there are two such sessions, with three 
hundred and fifty children present at 
each, and I have learned of one in Eng. 
land that has to have three sessions on 
Sunday afternoons. 

“So the saints of God go forward in 
Britain in aggressive testimony, and new 
assemblies are being added to the eight- 
een hundred assemblies of believers who 
gather in His name alone, in the British 


Isles.” 


It is regrettable that the establishment 
of the State of Israel should be accom- 
panied by a tragedy of eviction and star- 
vation involving a half million former 
dwellers in the land. If the Jewish-Arab 
war had turned out otherwise, it is not 
improbable that the Jews might be now 
suffering the same fate. One could wish, 
therefore, that the Zionists might show 
a spirit of magnanimity which indeed 
in the future would pay good dividends 
in kindly relations with the Arab world 
surrounding Palestine. These Arabs of 
Lebanon, Syria, Trans-Jordan, Damascus, 
and elsewhere are taking in the refugees 
and feeding them to the best of their 
ability, but the task is too sudden and 
to extensive for Arabs alone. It should 
not be said that “no room can be made 
in Palestine for a second nation except 
by dislodging or exterminating the 
nation in possession.” 

At the close of the first World War 
there was a redistribution of populations 
by which Greeks and Turks were trans 
ferred to predominatingly. Greek 
Turkish territories. Are there no Jew 
ish statesmen who could lead in some 
such transference, summoning the West 
ern world to co-operate? 

The bulk of these Arab refugees a 
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Moslems. . Some thirty years ago hun- 
dreds of thousands of Armenians were 
hounded out of their homes in Turkey 
to die in the deserts to the eastward. 
The sufferings which the “No. 8 Pam- 
phlet on Arab Affairs” depicts, dreadful 
as they are, cannot be compared with 
the horrors which the Moslems of Tur- 
key inflicted on Armenian Christians. 
That is one more reason why Christian 
nations and churches should join with 
possible Jewish co-operation in Arab re- 
lief. “If thine enemy hunger give him 
the sop,” for so it is literally, as our 
Lord did to Judas. 

And there are Christians also in need. 
In the Alliance Weekly, letters describe 
“the. need of our beloved fellow mem- 
bers in the church at Jerusalem. Their 
destitution is beyond description. Many 
have lost all their possessions. One 
elder of the church, a blind man, es- 
caped from Jerusalem in pajamas at 
night with his family. His sister, a true 
believer, is living in an underground 
cave. Some of these were prosperous in 
business or professional employment.” 

When the great dearth came to pass 
in the days of Claudius Cesar “the dis- 
ciples, every man according to his abil- 
ity, determined to send relief unto the 
brethren which dwelt in Judza. Which 
also they did.” 


There is a considerable community of 
Christians in the Lebanon, and their at- 
titude toward Zionism is friendly. A 
year ago the Archbishop of Beirut sent 
a letter to the United Nations Special 
Committee on Palestine which expressed 
this feeling, and it was that of the 
Maronite Patriarch as well. 

He speaks of his people as being a 
Christian islet in the sea of Islam which 
nevertheless has been able to retain its 
identity and its possessions. It has al- 
ways been a sanctuary for the persecuted 
Christians of the Middle East. It was 
there that the Armenians, who escaped 
extermination in Turkey, found refuge. 
It was there that the Chaldeans of Iraq 
found a place of safety when driven 
from their country. It was there that 
many Poles, in flight from a blazing 
Europe, also found refuge. 

As to Palestine, on the other hand, 
“from time immemorial anything with’ 
any historical significance has been at- 
tacked and plundered. Temples and 
churches have been turned into mosques. 
It is an incontestable historical fact that 
Palestine was the home of the Jews and 
of the first Christians. None of them 
was of Arab origin. By the brutal force 
of conquest, they were forced to be- 
come converts to the Moslem religion. 
That is the origin of the Arabs in that 
country. The Palestine of 1918 was a 
barren country, the least developed of 
all the Turkish vilayets. In less than 
twenty years after Jewish immigration 
began, the country was transformed. 

Presence of such a well-developed 
and industrious nation next to the Leba- 
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non cannot but contribute to the welfare 
of all. 

“There. must continue to be a Chris- 
tian home in the Lebanon and a Jewish 
home in Palestine. These two centers, 
connected with each other geographi- 
cally and supporting and assisting each 
other economically, will form the neces- 
sary bridge-between West and East from 
the viewpoint of civilization. The neigh- 
borly relations between these two nations 
will contribute to the maintenance of 
peace in the Near East, so divided by 
rivalries, and will lessen the persecu- 
tion of minorities who will always find 
refuge in these two countries. That is 
the real opinion of the Lebanese. The 
Lebanon demands freedom for the Jews 
in Palestine as it desires its own free- 
dom and independence” (signed by Igna- 
tius Moubarak, Archbishop of Beirut). 


The late Judah L. Magnes, president 
of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
left Temple Emmanuel, the strongest 
‘synagogue in New York, to pioneer this 
university. Mr. Einspruch of the Luth- 
eran mission to Jews in Baltimore says 
of him: 

“In 1927 I was a guest at the University 
when Professor Lake of Harvard spoke 
before the faculty and student body on 
‘The Origin of Christianity,’ Dr. Magnes 
translating into Hebrew. Dr. Joseph 
Klausner, who had written a scholarly 
biography of Jesus in modern Hebrew, 
led the discussion that followed. I shall 
never forget that Jewish audience lis- 
tening to a debate on Christianity, a 
subject which had been taboo for cen- 
turies among Jews.” 

When Klausner published his life of 
Christ, many Orthodox Jews clamored 
for his dismissal from the Hebrew Uni- 
versity. Dr. Magnes risked his position 
and reputation to defend him, helped 
him secure a translator for the English 
edition, and induced the Macmillan Com- 
pany to publish this first Life of Christ 
written by a Jew in the Holy Land since 
Matthew penned his Gospel. 

Magnes and Klausner did not get back 
to the real Christ, the suffering and sin- 
atoning Saviour of Isaiah 53, but this 
incident is significant of the change of 
attitude that is taking place. 


General Clément-Grandcourt was a 
distinguished French Protestant officer 
in Indo-China, North Africa, and during 
World War I, where his sang-froid, un- 
der fire, was legendary. At one time he 
was Governor of Syria; later, teacher 
in the French officer school. When Fin- 
land was attacked by Russia in 1940 he 
volunteered his services to the little 
country and endured the cold and hard- 
ship of the campaign in spite of age. 
Weakened in constitution, he neverthe- 
less was active in World War II, and 
the underground. 

His obituary is printed in Le Chris- 
tianisme; organ of French Protestantism, 
and it is interesting to learn that, for 
many years, this soldier in active serv- 
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ice collaborated with this paper under 
nom de ‘plumes such as “Pick and 
Trowel” and “Words of a Frenchman.” 
His contributions were not merelyethose 
of an able writer, but of a .convinced 
Christian. He was a Bible lover and 
member of the French Bible Society 
executive committee. 


A Congress for Religious Reform in 
Italy brought together, last October, rep- 
resentatives of various bodies to the 
number of two hundred. The Congress 
was held in Rome under the Pope’s very 
nose. They demanded religious tolera- 
tion for all, and protested against the 
treatment of ex-priests, at present denied 
citizenship rights and opportunity of em- 
ployment. They also proposed setting 
up centers throughout Italy for discus- 
sion of religious reform. These sugges- 
tions naturally brought excited criticism 
from the clerical side, and Jesuit Father 
Boyer, protagonist of church unity, ob- 
jected not only that the Congress was 
an offense against the sacred character 
of Rome, “but also against the ecumen-: 
ical spirit shown by many non-Catholics 
at Amsterdam.” 


The Uniates in Eastern Europe are 
former Greek Orthodox who, in the past 
were inveigled into Romanism by the 
provision that they might retain their 
Eastern rites and language in the church 
service. Now Rumanian Uniates to the 
number of 1,750,000, who are especially 
strong in the Transylvania ‘section of 
Hungary, have been brought, by pressure 
of the Soviet through the Eastern 
Church, back into the Greek Orthodox 
fold. Its schools have been secularized 
and become state schools. The move 
is purely political, and is a part of the 
Russian plan to break the power of Rome 
in Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and 
Eastern Europe generally. It is Roman 
medicine meted out to Rome. None need 
sorrow over it. 


The Church News (Pennsylvania) of 
January, 1949, tells us that “Great Scenes 
from Great Plays,” which the Episco- 
palians are running on the air at a cost 
of two millions, has been in operation 
only seven weeks, “but we have devel- 
oped the second listening audience of 
any program sponsored by a religious 
organization. Our audience is now twice 
as large as that of the Lutheran Hour, 
which has been on the air for twelve 
years. The only  church-sponsored 
broadcast which has still a larger lis- 
tening hour is the Catholic Hour. Un- 
questionably we shall surpass them 
within the next few weeks.” 

These are puppet human dramas. Of 
the great drama of Redemption, now 
drawing to its climax, they tell nothing. 
The Gospel is to be preached to al 
nations for a witness. All nations have 
now heard the Word, and the end is in 
sight. Jerusalem was to be trodden un- 
der foot of the Gentiles until the times 
of the Gentiles were ended. Now Jeru- 
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salem and Judea are, after nigh two 
thousand years, again in Jewish hands. 
The Gentiles are gone. 

And in the face of this stupendous 
Drama, they are dishing up Cyrano de 
Bergerac on the radio! “I know thy 
works,” said the Spirit to the church of 
Laodicea. “Behold, I stand at the door.” 
“When ye shall see all these things, know 
that it [He] is near, even at the doors.” 

Even this Church of Laodicea with its 
radio theater is a sign of last things — 
a minor one, 


Camps and Camps.—Three students 
from the National Bible Institute served 
last summer in a Y.M.C.A. camp. They 
were faithful and efficient, but the 
Y.M.C.A. secretary complained that they 
had been telling the boys they were 
sinners and needed salvation. This 
caused “emotional disturbances. One 
boy was even crying because he was a 
sinner. We have an understanding with 
the parents not to do anything to change 
the boys’ religion.” The secretary was, 
it appears, a Mormon who had two years’ 
training in Chicago Theological Semi- 
nary. The counselors were finally fired 
for preaching Christ, but when they left 
a number of boys paraded with ban- 








ners inscribed, “We want ! We 
want ” and even, “We want 
Jesus !” Some were heard to say, “Jesus 


Christ has been sent out of this camp 
today.” 

One camper, who was converted, was 
a real leader, giving active testimony 
as a born-again Christian. Then the 
Y.M.C.A, religious director called him 
to his office. Twenty minutes later he 
came out in tears. “He questioned me 
about my belief in Jesus, and now I do 
not know whether I’m saved or not.” 

“Ye neither go in yourselves, neither 
suffer ye them that are entering to go 
in.” 

The Children’s Bible Mission leads 
children in public schools, and in camps, 
in the memorization of Scripture. One 
Virginia boy declared, “If it had not been 
for Camp, I would still probably be in 
darkness. Thanks to your Camp and 
His love, I am in the light.” 

A twelve-year-old boy prayed: “Dear 
Father ‘in Heaven, forgive my sins. — It 
seems almost impossible to live and be 
a Christian in a home that’s full of sin”; 
and another: “The lessons you sent me 
answer a lot of questions. For instance, 
one day I felt as if I wasn’t saved be- 
cause inside me there seemed to be a 
war going on between good things and 
bad things. Something would keep say- 
ing, ‘Go ahead and do it,’ though I knew 
it wrong. I,almost yielded until some- 
thing would say, ‘No, don’t do that.’ I 
asked myself, ‘Am I really saved?’ and 
then I got my lesson, and it answered 
my question.” 

The “lesson” explained the two 
natures in the light of Romans 7 and 8. 
The tug of war in the human heart! 
This camp training has after-effects in 
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public school life. A teacher wrote: 
“Nearly half of the children have ac- 
cepted Christ. Where there had been 
fighting and telling lies on each other, 
they now live in peace. It was the best 


school we have witnessed in eight years. , 


With some ‘problem children’ this learn- 
ing of Bible verses has worked, wonders.” 

The workers of the Children’s Bible 
Mission visit 1,500 public schools 
monthly, chiefly in the South. The en- 
rollment is 250,000. 


The Unlovely Church of Rome.—Anti- 
Protestant persecution is again reported 
from Mexico, this time in San Diego, 
state of San Luis Potosi. Clubs, stones, 
machetes, firearms! The especial target 
of the priest-incited mob’s anger was 
Mr. Sanchez, a former Roman priest, 
who was here speaking. The plan to 
lynch him was entrusted to a profes- 
sional killer who, however, lost courage 
and failed his clerical employers. An 
outdoor Mass of thanksgiving for the 
demonstration was celebrated directly 
after. 

In Duitama, Colombia, Evangelical 
Lutheran missionaries were forced to 
leave their work and the city because 
of hostile demonstrations. The mission- 
aries had been stoned, and their lives 
threatened, during the first six months 
previously. At one time 2,000 persons 
were massed in front of the mission sta- 
tion to warn the missionaries to leave 
—or else! 

The President of Venezuela, who has 
so highly commended evangelical work 
in Latin America, has also expressed his 
indignation at sights in a Mexican church 
where Catholic Indians wore on their 
heads thorn-crowns that pierced the 
flesh, and flogged themselves with thorn 
twigs which soaked their clothing with 
blood. These poor folk he insisted, had 
no religion, only the fanaticism of their 
bloody, pagan past. 

The first reader used in Portuguese 
schools states that “only a few years 
ago Our Lady showed how much she 
loves us, descending from heaven and 
coming to visit us in our land” (i.e., in 
Fatima at the Cova da Iria). Rome once 
fought public education in Portugal; now 
she uses it to twist and mold little minds. 

In Great Britain there is a little group 
of Methodist ministers called the Meth- 
odist Sacramental Fellowship, engaged 
in counter-Reformation propaganda. 
From time to time members ripen and 
pass over to Romanism. The process 
has been going on for several genera- 
tions in the State church. This Metho- 
dist imitation of Anglicanism is an un- 
looked for little swirl in the general 
chaos. 


From Rome to Christ.—Mr. Winston 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission, in illus- 
trating the ignorance of the Bible in 
Catholic Europe, writes that he once 
heard General. Galet, aide-de-camp to 
King Albert of Belgium, testify in one 
of the Mission’s meetings that at the age 
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of thirty he had never seen a Bible. A 


' professor in the Military School in Brus- 


sels introduced him to it. When he died 
in 1941, at his own request his Bible 
was laid in his casket, opened at 1 Tim- 
othy 1:15, and Pastor Walti preached the 
funeral sermon before a most distin- 
guished audience on that very text: 
“Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners; of whom I am chief.” 

Fifteen years ago, Senor Alfonso Del- 
gado of Colombia was ordered ‘by his 
bishop to gather and burn all the Bibles 
sold in his city by ‘a colporteur. He 
was himself then a Jesuit priest. He 
saved some copies and, as a result of his 
study of them, and after a course in the 
Biblical Seminary in Medellin, he has 
become an evangelical missionary in Co- 
lombia, He is greatly interested in child- 
evangelism, having in earlier life been 
a teacher in, and director of, primary 
schools. 


At the time the Roman legions landed 
on the shores of Britain, another Roman 
expedition worked its way up the White 
Nile as far as the Sudd Barrier, which 
they were unable to penetrate. So they 
turned back. That was in A.D. 66, and 
for 1,800 years the Eastern: Sudan was 
closed to the world. Then came the 
explorers, Baker and Speke, and the 
great administrator, General Gordon. 
In 1905, the first party of C.M.S. mis- 
sionaries settled on the banks of the 
White Nile, nearly a thousand miles 
south of Khartoum. Little by little their 
work has developed among. the Dinka, 
Zande, Bari, Acholi, Nuer, and other 
tribes. Now this society has from twenty 
to a hundred outschools in each district 
with wonderful opportunities for evange- 
lism. These are in charge of nine 
Sudanese clergy and between four 
hundred and five hundred full-time 
evangelists, teachers, and “dressers,” or 
hospital assistants. 


Brief Notes 


Mona Kemery of Iloilo Province, the 
Philippines, has been given permission 
to hold Bible classes in public schools. 
“We could go into all the schools of 
Iloilo Province three times a week if 
there were teachers enough.” Mrs. 
Helen Spahn of Manila is working 
among juvenile delinquents in Bilibid 
Prison. “The boys have real interest, 
sing heartily, memorize Scripture, and 
eagerly listen to the weekly message.” 


It is good news that Dr. Barnhouse of 
Philadelphia is again to be on the air 
—WMCA, New York City, 9.30 pm, 
Sunday; WIP, Philadelphia, 10 am, 
Sunday; WJHL, Johnson City, Tenn., 4.45 
p.m., Sunday; “and contracts in process 
of arrangement for Roanoke, Richmond, 
and a score of other cities.” Dr. Barn 


house is a great preacher of grace— 
Scriptural, powerful, evangelistic. The 
burdens he bears are terrific, and he 
needs the prayers of all Christians. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. APRIL 3. TURNING TOWARD THE CROSS 
Mark 8:27 to 9:1, 31-34; Luke 9:28-36, 51; printed text, Mark 8:27-34; Luke 9: 28-35, 51 
Golden Text.—Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.—Mark 8:34 


Kine James VERSION 

Mark 8:27 And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the 
towns of Czarea Philippi: and by the way he asked his disciples, 
saying unto them, Whom do men say that I am? 

28 And they answered, John the Baptist: but some say, Elias; 
and others, One of the prophets. 

29 And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And 
Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ. 

30 And he. charged them that they should tell no man of him. 

31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must 
suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the 
chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again. 

32 And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and 
began to rebuke him. 

33 But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, 
he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou 
savourest not the things that be of God, but the things that be 
of men. 

34 And when he had called the people unto him with his dis- 
ciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 


Luke 9:28 And it came to pass about an eight days after these 
sayings, he took Peter and John and James, and went up into 


29 And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was altered, 
and his raiment was white and glistering. 

30 And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were 
Moses and Elias: 

31 Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he 
should accomplish at Jerusalem. 

32 But Peter and they that were with him were heavy with 
sleep: and when they were awake, they saw his glory, and the 
two men that stood with him. 

33 And it came to pass, as they departed from him, Peter said 
unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make 
three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for 
Elias: not knowing what he said. 

34 While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and overshadowed 
them: and they feared as they entered into the cloud. 

35 And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is 
my beloved Son: hear him. 

51 And it came to pass, when the time was come that he 
should be received up, he stedfastly set his face to go to Jeru- 
salem. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


a mountain to pray. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
Te: lesson presents two outstanding 
events in the earthly life of our 
Lord. With each of these He linked 
declarations of His approaching death 
because for this He had come into the 
world (Matt. 20:28). For Him there 
could be no Kingdom without the cross. 
Peter’s declaration that his Master was 
indeed the Christ of God unveiled the 
mystery of His person and moved Him 
to call His disciples to yield entirely to 
His will, even unto death itself, assuring 
them of a glorious reward at His sec- 
ond advent (Luke 9:18-26). The vision 
of the Kingdom (in miniature) seen on 
the holy mount (2 Pet. 1:16-18) con- 
firmed the word of prophecy and put 
the divine seal upon His Messiahship 
(Luke 9:27-36). His power over Satan 
and his hosts demonstrated His divine 
authority and assured them that His 
Kingdom. was a reality (vs, 37-48). In 
the light of all this, He moved onward 
to Jerusalem, there to die as the world’s 
Redeemer, and He made allegiance to 
Himself the supreme test of disciple- 
ship. To be a true subject of the King- 
dom means to give Him unquestioning 
obedience in all things. 


The Historical Setting 

The Lord Jesus Christ was now on 
His way to Jerusalem for the last time, 
knowing full well that there He was to 
give His life a ransom for all. In the 
light of this fact, His ministry became 
increasingly solemn, and He stressed the 


importance of perfect obedience to Him 
as King. The date is probably about 
A.D. 29, 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 8:27.—“Whom do men say that 
I am?” The question was put to His 
disciples in order to lead up to a defi- 
nite confession, on their own part, of 
His Messiahship and divine Sonship. As 
they moved about, they heard many 
people discussing the Lord Jesus, and 
undoubtedly they had often debated in 
their own hearts the things that were 
said. 

Verse 28.—“They answered, John the 
Baptist: but some say, Elias; and others, 
One of the prophets.” Herod, we know, 
goaded by a guilty conscience, felt sure 
that the Lord Jesus Christ was John the 
Baptist, risen from the dead. Others 
thought He might be Elijah, who was to 
come before the great and dreadful day 
of the Lord. Still others thought of Him 
as the prophet whose coming Moses had 
predicted (Deut. 18:18, 19). None of 
these realized the true nature of the One 
who was ministering among them. 

Verse 29.—“But whom say ye that I 
am?” Had they, who were so intimately 
associated with Him, discerned the mys- 
tery of His person? Peter answered for 
them all as he exclaimed, “Thou art the 
Christ,” that is, the promised Messiah, 
the Son of God, who was to come into 
the world to redeem Israel and to be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles. 

Verse 30.—“Tell no man.” This may 
seem strange to us, but Israel (in its 
leaders) had rejected Him already and 
therefore His Messiahship was not yet to 


be declared. He must suffer and die 
before that should be fully revealed 
(Acts 2:36). 


Verse 31.—“He began to teach them, 
that the Son of man must suffer . . . be 
killed ... and... rise again.” Thus 
He sought to prepare their hearts for 
the solemn events that lay before Him, 
and them, as His immediate disciples. 
His words were so plain one would think 
they could not have been misunderstood; 
yet not until their fulfillment did they 
comprehend the meaning of what He had 
put before them. 


Verse 32.—“Peter took him, and began 
to rebuke him.” He who, just a few min- 
utes before, had made his great confes- 
sion, now attempted to remonstrate with 
his Lord and to protest against His go- 
ing to the cross, 


Verse 33.—“Get thee behind me, 
Satan.” Unconsciously Peter had given 
ground to the Devil and had spoken as 
under his control. What a poor rock he 
would have been on which to build the 
Church! Possibly the very fact that 
Christ had so commended him before 
lifted him up with pride and led to his 
fall and condemnation later. 


Verse 34.—“Let him deny himself.” 
The path of discipleship is one of con- 
stant self-abnegation. The Lord was 
preparing His followers for the respon- 
sibilities that would be theirs when His 
prophetic words concerning Himself 
were fulfilled. They would be called 
upon to ignore fleshly claims and to take 
up the cross, which meant accepting the 
place of rejection with Him, and thus 
they were to follow in His steps, 
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Luke 9:28—‘“About an eight days 
after these sayings.” Jesus had told His 
disciples, as recorded in the previous 
verse, that some of them would not taste 
of death until they had seen the King- 
dom of God coming in power. Now this 
promise was about to be fulfilled to 
Peter, James, and John. In 2 Peter 1: 
16-18 Peter identifies the events on the 
mount of transfiguration with the com- 
ing Kingdom. They beheld it there in 
embryo. 


Verse 29.—“As he prayed, the fashion 
of his countenance was altered.” It was 
in response to His prayer that the won- 
derful transformation took place before 
the very eyes of His disciples and Jesus 
appeared in.the glory and majesty in 
which He will come to set up the King- 
dom of God over all the earth. 


Verses 30, 31—“There talked with him 
. . . Moses and Elias.” The Lawgiver 
and the Restorer appeared in the same 
glory with Jesus and were conversing 
together with Him concerning His death, 
which was soon to be accomplished in 
Jerusalem. The disciples on earth did 
not realize the force of this, but all 
Heaven was interested in that great 
event, 


Verse 32—“When they were awake, 
they saw his glory, and the two men 
that stood with him.” It seems almost 
incredible that sleep should have over- 
powered them while such marvelous 
hings were transpiring, but when 
sroused from slumber, they beheld the 
Lord and the two prophets as they stood 
talking together. 


Verse 33.—“Let us make three taber- 
nacles.” Peter so often spoke out of 
order. When all should have been oc- 
cupied with the Lord Himself, the cen- 
tral One in that scene of glory, Peter 
would consider building booths for all 
three, thus putting Moses and Elijah 
practically on one lével with Christ. 


Verse 34.—“While he thus spake, there 
came a cloud, and overshadowed them.” 
The cloud speaks of mystery and con- 
cealment. God would hide the servants 
that the Master might be fully revealed. 
Not realizing this, the disciples’ hearts 
were filled with a strange foreboding 
as they entered into the cloud, but soon 
all was made plain. 

Verse 35.—“This is my beloved Son: 
hear him.” Out of the cloud came the 
Father’s voice, declaring His delight in 
and love for His Son and bidding all 
give heed to His words. 

Verse 51.—“He stedfastly set his face 
to go to Jerusalem.” Thus He fulfilled 
what was written of Him in Isaiah 50: 
7. With face set as a flint, He went on 
to die, because it was for this He came 
into the world. Nothing could turn Him 
aside from the fulfillment of the divine 
plan, which had been purposed in the 
heart of God, to effect man’s redemption, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. March 27.—Jesus’ Ministry to Gen- 
Beans <eres Mark 7:24-37; Luke 7:1-10 
Next Week’s Lesson 


_2. April 10.—(15) Jesus’ Perean Min- 
Rie 3a. acs 4 el 








Lesson Outline 
1. What men thought of Jesus (Mark 8: 


27, 28) 

2. What God revealed concerning Him 
(v. 29) 

3. His redemptive mission (v. 31) 

4. Peter’s blunder (v. 32) 

5. The challenge to follow Him (v. 34) 

6. The Kingdom in embryo (Luke 9: 
28-34) 

7. The Father’s delight in His Son (v. 
35) 


8. The Son’s determination to do the 
Father’s will (v. 51) 


The Heart of the Lesson 

All through His life on earth, the Lord 
Jesus was facing the Cross, but it was 
after the definite refusal of the leaders 
in Israel to receive His message or to 
acknowledge Him as the Messiah, for 
whose coming the covenant people had 
waited so long, that He began to tell 
His disciples specifically of His approach- 
ing death and resurrection. The revela- 
tions of the glory of His person and the 
certainty of His coming Kingdom, as 
given in our lesson, were to confirm 
the souls of these disciples, so that when 
they should see Him dying in anguish 
on a Roman cross, they might have as- 
surance that He would rise again and 
enter into His glory. But their minds 
were blinded, so that it was not until 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT notable person shared the opin- 
Wicn that the Lord Jesus Christ was 
John the Baptist, and what inspired 
his opinion? 

2. What was back of the belief of some 
that Jesus was Elijah? 

3. How did Peter arrive at the conclu- 
sion that Jesus was the Christ? 

4. Why did Jesus forbid the disciples to 
proclaim Him as the Christ? 

5. On what other occasions did Peter 
draw issue with the Lord? 

6: Why did Jesus address Peter so harshly, 
calling him “Satan’’? 

7. What important detail does Luke give 
us about the occasion of the Transfigura- 
tion? In what other incident does he add 
a like detail? 

8. How did Moses appear on the mount 
—in the body, or as a disembodied spirit? 

9. What mistakes did Peter make in his 
speech on the mount? 

10. From this incident, what would you 
consider the purpose of the clouds that 
envelop us? 

(Answers on page 263) 





after He rose from the dead that they 
began to comprehend the meaning of 
His words, and were then prepared, by 
the coming of the Holy Spirit, to take 
their places with Him in .rejection by 
the world and to follow Him even unto 


* death itself. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Taking Up the Cross and Following 
Jesus. Of old, if a man were seen carry. 
ing a cross on the highway, it meant that 
he was condemned as a felon, and going 
out to die. So to take up the cross means 
for the disciple of the Lord Jesus that 
he has accepted the place of rejection 
which the world gave to his Saviour 
and is identified with Him in His suffer- 
ing, even unto death. To deny ourselves 
is to refuse to recognize the claims of 
self at all and to be entirely yielded to 
the Lord, who has bought us with His 
blood. We are not saved by following 
Him, but we follow Him because He has 
saved us and thus deserves our fullest 
devotion. 

The Kingdom Pictured in ‘the Trans- 
figuration Scene. Peter tells us that he 
and those with him on the holy mount 
saw the coming Kingdom and were eye- 
witnesses of the majesty of the King, 
whom the Father acknowledged as His 
beloved Son. They saw there Christ the 
King, and with Him Moses, who had 
died long years before, and Elijah, who 
was caught up to Heaven without dying, 
thus representing the two classes of be- 
lievers who will share with the Lord in 
the Kingdom; those, who will be raised 
from the dead at His return, and_those 
who will be alive in the body and will 
be changed and caught up to. meet Him 
in the air. The three disciples in their 
natural bodies represent saints on earth, 
who will share in the blessing of Christ's 
millennial reign. 


Summaries and Applications 

It is all important that we know Jesus 
as the Christ of God, the eternal Son 
of the Father, who came to earth to die 
for our salvation. 

When Jesus Himself fills the vision of 
our souls, all others fade away into in- 
significance. He alone is the one to 
whom we owe full allegiance. 

To Moses and Elijah the death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ was of tremendous in- 
terest. What does it mean to us? 

If we have received Christ as our Sav- 
iour, we are now called upon to own 
Him as our Lord and to be ready to 
follow Him even unto death. 


Winona LAKE, IND. 

ed 
Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and loving Father, we thank Thee for 
Thy willingness to send Thy Son to be 
our Saviour, even though it meant giv- 
ing Him up to the cross of Calvary. We 
thank Thee He was willing to lay down 
His life to save us sinners. Help us to 
count nothing too hard to do or to bear 
for Him. May that readiness to deny 
self that dwelt in Christ dwell also in 
us. May our whole purpose and en- 
deavor in life be to please Thee and 
serve our Saviour. Wherever today 
Christians are sorely tested and tempted 
to deny their Lord, give strength and 
courage and faith to be true and faithful 
even unto death. Keep us true amid the 
tests of our loyalty to Christ that come 
tous. May we be faithful in little things 
so as to be able to meet the severer 
tests when they come. Show Thy pity 
and give Thy help to all who want life’s 
necessities, all who are underprivileged, 
all who are sick, and those who sorrow. 
Where people have never known the 
Gospel send Thy servants with the glad 
story, and help us all to do our part to 
make Christ known. Forgive our sins, 
and deepen our love to Thee, doing all 
for the sake of Thy dear Son. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—A young woman 
was leaving for missionary service in 
China. At the farewell in her home 
church her father told how much his 
daughter meant to Mim, and how hard 


MY CROSS BORNE FOR itx 


it was to part with her. But he was 
willing to let her go, he said, because 
“nothing is too precious for the Lord 
Jesus.” It is when we feel that nothing 
is too precious for the Saviour that we 
can go through with the hard things 
of the Christian life. And there are 
hard things in being a Christian. The 
Lord made that plain when He said, 
“Whosoever will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me.” But before He said that, 
He told of the cross to which He was 
going. He went to Calvary to make -it 
right for God to forgive our sins and 
Save us. That is why nothing is too 
precious for the Lord Jesus. That is 
why people have suffered much, and 
even died rather than go back on their 
Saviour. It costs to be a Christian, but 
it costs more not to be a Christian. And 
it cost most for Christ to bear the cross 
that we might become Christians, When 
we really see the wonder of His great 
love in facing up to Calvary and going 
threugh with it for us, then, for His sake 
and with His help, we can “take it” in 
ing our cross. 
Love so amazing, so divine 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And he began to teach them, that the 
Son of man must suffer ... and be 
killed, and .. . rise again” (Mark 8:31). 
—The title chosen for this lesson is most 
appropriate, because it is at this point 
that the Lord began to teach His dis- 
ciples, not in parables, not in veiled lan- 
guage of any kind, but in the plainest 
possible terms, that He must be killed! 

A long letter came to hand, in which 
the correspondent said he could not un- 
derstand why so much emphasis was put 
on the death and resurrection of Christ, 
when the life was what really mattered. 

It must have come as a shock to him 
to be told that man had forfeited his 
life, and had earned the judgment of 
God because of his sin; and that the 
only thing that could save him was the 
voluntary sacrifice of a sinless person! 
Divine justice had decreed that “without 
the shedding of blood is no remission” 
(Heb. 9:22). 

The perfect life of the Lord Jesus dem- 
onstrated that He could be—and His 
words revealed that He would be — the 
all-sufficient sacrifice for our sins! 

A deep thought underlies the must 
which the Saviour used. Certainly He 
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was to be the victim of local circum- 
stances, for the elders, chief priests, and 
scribes were rejecting Him; but the 
prophecies regarding His sufferings must 
also be fulfilled (Isa, 53; Psa. 22). And 
this must reaches back to the eternal 
purpose of God—to that which the 
Apostle Peter speaks of as “the deter- 
minate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God” (Acts 2:23). 

With such words before him, how dare 
anyone deny the absolute necessity of 
the sacrifice of Christ; but it is done! 
Dr. Torrey in a sermon on the Atone- 
ment says: “When Mr. Alexander and 
I were holding our meetings in Royal 
Albert Hall in London, someone took 
away one of our hymn books and went 
through it and cut out every reference 
to the blood; and then sent it back to 
me through the mail, saying: ‘I have 
gone through your hymn book and cut 
out every reference to the blood. Now 
sing your hymns with the blood left out 
and there will be some sense in them !” 

Then Mr. Torrey goes on to say: “If 
any of you should take your Bible and 
go through it in that way and cut out 
of the New Testament and the Old every 
passage that referred to the death of 
Christ, or to His atoning blood, you 
would have only a sadly torn and tat- 
tered Bible left, a Bible without a heart 





“He stedfastly cwith fixed purpose? set, his 


face to go to Jerusalem.” 
(LUKE 9:5i.) 


oo 


Jame’ Enerson Russe 
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and a Gospel without saving power. The 
death of Jesus Christ is mentioned more 
than 175 times in the New Testament. 
Besides this there are very many pro- 
phetic and typical references to the death 
f Jesus Christ in the Old Testament.” 


“He rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee 
behind me, Satan” (Mark 8:33).—What 
a rebuke to Peter who had just been 
given a revelation from the Father that 
Jesus was the Christ—the Messiah! 
(Matt 16:16, 17.) While the people who 
had witnessed the Lord’s miracles and 
heard His words were willing to admit 
that He was great, good, and godly, like 
the prophets of old, and might even. be 
a resurrected man — though only a man 
— Peter boldly confessed: “Thou art 
the Christ.” Jesus was the long-prom- 
ised Messiah of the Jews; but the elders 
(the civic rulers), and the chief priests 
(the religious rulers), and the scribes 
(the educational leaders) rejected Him 
as such; so the Lord charged His dis- 
ciples that they should tell no man of 
Him as the Messiah. 

It was at this point that He spoke 
openly of Himself as the Son of man 
that must be killed and rise again. He 
refers to Himself many times in the Gos- 
pels as “Son of man”—a title that re- 
veals His connection with men at large 
—not merely with the Jews. 

Keeping such passages in mind as Dan- 
jel 7:13; Matthew 25:31; John 1:51; 5;27; 
it can be seen that “Son of man” is a 
title revealing a much greater position 
that the title “Messiah.” But as far as 
we can find, no one ever addressed Him 
thus. It is His world-wide title, and 
after His crucifixion is used chiefly in 
connection with His return in judgment 
and glory. The sickle, sword, and scep- 
ter are His as Son of man. 

It was a stumbling block to Peter that 
the Son of man should be killed. Doubt- 
less it was his Iove to the Lord that 
prompted Peter to say: “Be it far from 
thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee”; 
but the Lord discerned the voice of 
Satan. Once before (Matt. 4:8-10), Satan 
had sought to show the Lord a way by 
which He could bypass suffering and 
death in obtaining “all the kingdoms of 
the world.” When the Lord said, “Get 
thee hence, Satan,” the Devil left “for 
a season” (Luke 4:13). Here he used 
Peter to attempt to cause the Lord to 
resort to self-pity in relation to suffer- 
ing and death, hence the Lord said again, 
“Get thee behind me, Satan.” One does 
not think God’s thoughts after Him, if 
one seeks to usher the Son of man into 
the glory of the Kingdom apart from His 
death and resurrection! What could 
more forcefully reveal the transcendent 
importance of the death and resurrec- 
tion of the Lord Jesus, than the rebuke 
which the Lord administered to Peter! 

Christ does not save men by His life, 

Though that was holy, sinless, pure, 

Nor even by His tender love, 

Though that forever shall endure; 
He does not save them by His words, 
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Though they shall never pass away; 
Nor by His vast creative power 
That holds the elements in sway; 
He daes not save them by His works, 
Though He was ever doing good— 
The awful need was greater still, 


It took His death, His cross, His blood. 


Wawona, Ca.ir. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we have in today’s les- 

son a perfect example of virtue in 
reverse; of deflation linked with infla- 
tion; of degradation following on the 
heels of inspiration. Here is a startling 
picture of Simon Peter, one of the three 
apostles closest to the Lord Jesus in His 
earthly ministry, rising into the strato- 
sphere of divine wisdom, declaring Jesus 
to be “the Christ, the Son of the living 
God,” which caused the Lord to say, 
“Blessed art thou, Simon , . . for flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but my Father which is in heaven... . 
And I say unto thee, That thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it” (Matt. 16: 16-18). 

Then shortly afterward Satan got on 
the inside of Peter and caused him to 
make a serious mistake. Jesus was tell- 
ing the disciples He was going to Jeru- 
salem, where He would be crucified. 
“Peter . . . began to rebuke him, saying, 
Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not 
be unto thee. But he turned, and said 
unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: 
thou art an offence unto me” (Matt. 16: 
22, 23). Peter had gone up like a rocket; 
he came down like the stick — actually 
to the level of the Devil! That is always 
the danger when we rise. to a fine deed; 
it seems to be a time when we are most 
vulnerable to the designs of Satan. 

Elijah, the great prophet of God, did a 
mighty miracle on Mount Carmel, put- 
ting to utter rout and confusion the 450 
prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets 
of the groves, by calling down fire from 
Heaven to burn upon and even consume 
the altar he*had built unto God, and 
licking up the four barrels of water 
poured into the trenches about it; and 
on the very next day Elijah fled in a 
panic of fear because of Queen Jezebel’s 
threat to take his life. There we have 
a pathetic picture of the great prophet 
slumped down under a juniper tree, with 
his head between his knees, begging God 
to let him die, “For I am not better 
than my fathers” (1 Kings 18 and 19). 
Elijah in high gear on Carmel suddenly 
finds himself on four flat tires in juni- 
per! 

It is a critical. moment, fellows, just 
following some fine thing you have done, 
when people are patting you on the back 
and congratulating you. It is a danger- 
ous situtaion if you have suddenly come 
into some piece of rare good fortune, 
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some promotion perhaps, or some unex- 
pected shift to prosperity. It is apt to 
cause a relaxation which makes the very 
opening the Devil is watching for; and 
sudden ‘emptation strikes you “between 
the joints of the harness.” That is the 
way Israel’s King Ahab died (1 Kings 
22: 34). 

Fellows, if you succeed in an effort, 
or if there comes to you something which 
lifts you up and gives you joy, let it be 
a challenge to you to “lengthen thy cords, 
and strengthen thy stakes” (Isa. 54:2); 
it is God’s plan for you to rise upon 
your successes, as well as to profit by 
your mistakes. Our Lord who made us 
and who knows so well our weakness 
and where we are most likely to fail 
or make a fool of ourselves was careful 
to warn us on this very point: “Doth 
he thank that servant because he did the 
things that were commanded him? I 
trow not. So likewise ye, when ye shall 
have done all those things which are 
commanded you, say, We are unprofit- 
able servants: we have done [only] that 
which was our duty to do” (Luke 17: 
9, 10). 

Fontana Dam, N. C. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for April 3 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


WO things stand out in today’s les- 

son: (1) Who Jesus is, and (2) His 
work. Let us read Mark 8:27-33 to- 
gether. Notice that Christ did not tell 
His disciples about the cross until they 
recognized who He was. The whole sig- 
nificance of the death of Christ is missed 
by those who do not recognize Him as 
the only begotten Son of God. If He 
had been just a man, even though He 
was absolutely sinless, He could only 
have died for one other person. But 
because Christ was God manifest in the 
flesh, His death is sufficient to redeem 
the whole human race. 

If the Lord Jesus asked you this morn- 
ing, “Whom say ye that I am?” how 
would you answer? Let us take a min- 
ute now to let each of you give your 
answer. Peter recognized Jesus as the 
Christ, which meant that He was the 
one whose coming was foretold over and 
over in the Old Testament. He fulfilled 
all the types and figures. He was the 
one whom Isaiah called “The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince 
* of Peace.” Jesus was the Messiah to 
whom all the Old Testament saints 
looked forward. 

As soon as Peter said, “Thou art the 
Christ,” what did the Lord Jesus begin 
to teach His disciples? 

Now, let us read together Luke 9:27- 
36. What a wonderful experience this 
was for Peter, John, and James! They 
got a glimpse of the coming Kingdom 
glory of the Lord Jesus. What great 
prophets of the Old Testament came to 
the mountain to talk to Jesus? Moses 
had been dead nearly fifteen hundred 
years, and Elijah had been taken to 
Heaven nearly nine hundred years be- 
fore Christ. Yet both of them were on 
the mountain talking with Jesus! What 
does that show us? (That those who 
have left this earth to be with the Lord 
are still alive and still retain their per- 
sonality and their interest in what is 
going on here.) Notice that they were 
talking of the death of Christ, which 
was shortly to take place. They were 
talking about the cross. 

Read verse 33 again and see if you 
can tell what mistake Peter made. That 
is right, Verna. Peter was the one who 
had confessed, “Thou art the Christ.” 
He had recognized the Lord Jesus as 
the supreme One, to whom the whole 
Old Testament looked forward, but here 
on the mountaintop Peter spoke as if 
Moses and Elijah and Christ were all 
great leaders and each should have a 
tabernacle. God would not have that 
for a minute. He spoke right out of 
Heaven, saying, “This is my beloved Son: 
hear him.” How does that show that no 


one else can be classed with the Lord ‘ 


Jesus? 
There are people today who try to put 
Christ right alongside other great 
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leaders. Some put Buddha, Confucius, 
Mohammed, and cthers in the same list 
with the Lord Jesus. This is hate‘ul to 
God. There never was and there never 
will be anyone able to rank with Him. 
He is the eternal Son of God. He is 
the only one who could ever say such 
words as “No man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me” (John 14:6), and, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Matt. 11:28). Christ made claims 
such as no other leader ever made, and 
He substantiated every one of them. 
Christ is omnipresent today. It is not 
possible to get into touch now with Mo- 
hammed or any other past religious 
leader. Such men are dead. But Chirst 
is living, and millions: of people living 
in this world are in vital touch with 
Him today. I hope every one of you is 
included in that number. Then the death 
of Christ was different from the death 
of anyone else who ever came to earth. 
He is the only one who could say, “I 
lay down my life for the sheep”; and 
again, “I lay down my life, that I might 
take it again. No man taketh it from 
me, but I lay it down of myself. I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it again” (John 10:15, 17, 18). 

Because the Lord Jesus was truly man, 
He was able to lay down His life: for 
us, and because He was truly God, He 
was able to take it again. 

In Matthew 16:16 we read Peter’s com- 
plete confession, “Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” Then in verse 21 
we read, “From that time forth began 
Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how 
that he must go unto Jerusalem, and 
suffer many things of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 
and be raised again the third day.” Now 
turn to Luke 9:51 and let us read it 
together. How this verse should speak 
to our hearts! The Lord Jesus knew 
all the things He must suffer in Jerusa- 
lem. Did He try to get out of going? 
No, “he stedfastly set his face to go to 
Jerusalem.” He was not only willing 
to suffer and die for us, He was deter- 
mined to do so. That is, nothing could 
turn Him aside from the path of suffer- 
ing and death which He was going to 
tread for our sakes. Who could help 
loving such a Saviour! 

Now let us read Mark 8:34-38. Here 
we find the contrast between the life 
lived for self and the life spent follow- 
ing our blessed Saviour. Let us list on 
the board, under two headings, some of 
the contrasts: 

A Life Lost: living for self, gaining 
things, ashamed of Christ; ashamed of 
His Word, Christ ashamed of us; 

A Life Saved: living for Christ, deny- 
ing self, following Christ, spreading the 
Gospel, honored by God the Father 
(John 12:26). 

Is your soul saved or lost? If your 
soul is saved, how about your life? All 
of us are losing our lives in the sense 
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that they are slipping away from us. If 
you are trying to keep your life for 
yourself, you will find it gone before 
long anyway, and it will be lost for- 
ever. On the other hand, if you are 
spending your life for Christ, it will 
count for all eternity. On which side 
of the board do you belong? Think of 
how steadfastly the Lord Jesus went to 
the cross for you, and then choose how 
you will spend your life—for Him or 
against Him. 

Only one life, *twill soon be past, 

Only what's done for Christ will last. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Facing Danger With Courage 
(Mark 8:27-31; Luke 9:51) 


AVE you.read stories of a prince or 

king living in disguise like ordi- 
nary people, and almost no one knew 
who he really was? (“The Lost Prince,” 
by Frances Hodgson Burnett, and Kirg 
Alfred of England are instances.) When 
the Lord was living here on earth, it 
was something like that. People knew 
Him as a man living among them; He 
was just plain “Jesus” to them. They 
did not know about the angel’s words 
the night He was born; they did not 
know what the Wise Men and Simeon 
had said about Him; they had not heard 
the voice at His baptism when God told 
who He was. But they had heard the 
strange things He spoke in His sermons; 
they ahd seen the strange things He did. 
Who of you would like to tell some of 
those things? (Review the incidents of 
the last lesson and any others desired.) 
Everybody was wondering what unusual 
kind of person He was. But there were 
Twelve who had been living close to 
Him for some months. Did they know 
who He really was? One-day He asked 
them. 

They were traveling along together 
when the Lord Jesus Christ asked them, 
“Who do people think I am?” The dis- 
ciples had heard many people talking 
about Jesus, and guessing who He was. 
So they said: “Oh, some think You are 
John the Baptist. Others that You are 
Elijah come back. Still others think 
You are just a prophet.” Then came the 
real question: “Who do you think I 
am?” Like a flash Péter gave the an- 
swer for them all: “You are the Christ.” 

Yes, Peter and John and the others 
knew. But they, then, did not know all 
that we know about Him. They pic- 


- tured Him as a mighty King, who would 


drive out their enemies and rule the 
world — and sure enough He was (and 
is) to be. But other things must happen 
first, things the disciples as well as other 
people did not know about. So the Lord 
said: “Don’t tell other people about Me 
yet. I must suffer many troubles. Our 
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leaders will not believe Me: ‘Tll be 
killed, but I'll live again in three days.” 
Up spoke Peter again, “No, indeed, such 
things shall not happen to You.” The 
Lord turned around and looked at them, 
and spoke to Peter: “Get out of here, 
Satan. You are not thinking God’s way 
but man’s way.” 

Then the Lord called the people 
around Him, too, and said, “If you are 
going to follow Me, you will have to give 
up your own way, bear the troubles that 
come to you, and do as I do.” By that 
He meant what we showed in a lesson 
some weeks ago. (Repeat that drawing 
of a large I on the blackboard, lesson 
four.) This stands for what I want to 
do. But I must be willing to give up my 
way and do what the Lord wants me to 
do. (Make a crossbar, and write “Jesus” 
on it.) Now what have we? A cross, 
indeed. Can you find it in Mark 8:34? 
And then the Lord Jesus marched on 
toward Jerusalem and to His cross. 

Did you learn the Memory Verse for 
today? “Thou art the Christ” (Mark 8: 
29). Any one of you can repeat those 
four words even if you never heard them 
before. What did you choose to illus- 
trate it? (A reproduction of Sallman’s 
Head of Christ might be appropriate.) 
Let the class choose if several possible 
pictures are suggested. How easy those 
four words are to say! But Peter would 
never have said them if somebody had 
not told him. Who do you think told 
him? (Matt. 16:17.) 

I am wondering if you could really say 
those words to the Lord Jesus. “I know 
You are the Christ. I am willing to give 
up my way and do what You want me 
to do, even if others make fun of me.” 
As we all close our eyes and are quiet 
for a few minutes, you tell Him so in 
your heart, if you mean it... . Now 
will you tell the rest of us what you 
are going to do? 

If the picture chosen for the Memory 
Verse reminder is mounted, the verse 
may be written on the back. 


Orono, MAINE. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1949 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” ference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of 

resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 


The Pastor’s Searching Question.— 
Whosoever will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me (Mark 8:34, Golden Text). 
Bishop Charles L. Slattery tells the fol- 
lowing story he heard in a little church 
in France: A new pastor had come to 
the village, and called at a certain cot- 
tage. When the husband came home 
from his work the wife said, “The new 
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pastor called today.” “What did he 
say?” asked the man. “Oh,” she an- 
swered, “he asked, ‘Does Christ live 
here?’ and I didn’t know what to say.” 
The man’s face flushed. “Why didn’t 
you tell him that we were respectable 
people?” he said. “Well,” she answered, 
“I might have said that; only that isn’t 
what he asked me.” “Then why,” con- 
tinued the husband, “didn’t you tell him 
that we say our prayers and read our 


Bible?” The wife replied, “But he didn’t 


ask me that.” The man grew more 
vexed. “Why,” he continued, “didn’t you 
say that. we were always at church?” 
The woman broke down. “He didn’t ask 
that either; he asked only, ‘Does Christ 
live here? This man and woman pon- 
dered for many days what the grave 
pastor meant by his question. Little by 
little their lives were changed; little by 
little they grew to expect Christ, not 
dead but gloriously alive. And some 
way, they knew not how, through great 
love and through a willingness to be 
surprised by the mystery of His radiance, 


>” 


they knew Him. He did indeed live 
there !—Fr Christian Digest. Sent by 
Wilson Graham, Seattle. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


The One Key.—And he began to teach 
them, that the Son of man must suffer 
many things, ... and be killed” (Mark 
8:31). In Luke we read, “There they 
crucified him, and the malefactors, one 
on the right hand, and the other on the 
left.” . All in a row, all made of rugged 
timbers, but oh, how different! On the 
right, blasphemy and hate and unbelief; 
on the left, repentance and faith; and in 
the middle, love and redemption. The 
one at the right scoffs and sneers, the 
hate of unbelief. On that cross of un- 
belief have been crucified millions who 
have sneered at Christ. After all, the 
malefactor was not so much to blame 
as you and I if we reject Christ. There 
was not a Red Cross, not a hospital, no 
Salvation Army, no Christian institution 
in all the world. But we live here with 
over 1,900 years of wonder-working 
grace, and yet a great per cent are re- 
jecting Him. I pray that God will give 
you a chance to repent before it is too 
late. The penitent thief found Christ be- 
fore it was too late. There is only one 
key to open the gate to the house of 
God —the Cross of Jesus Christ—From 
a sermon by Billy Sunday. Sent by 


- Anna A. Milligan, Sterling, Kans. 


How To Deal With Satan.—He re- 
buked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, 
Satan (Mark 8:33). A number of sim- 
ple people were talking of temptation, 
and the part which Satan takes in the 
believer’s temptations came into discus- 
sion. Many good things were uttered. 
A quaint old pilgrim was appealed to. 
The old man rose and said: “Well, my 
friends, you ask me what I think be the 
best way to deal with Satan. I'll tell 
you. Now, if you'll take an old pilgrim’s 
advice, you’ll never parley with him. 











March 19, 1949 


He ain't wise: for ifhe~had. bin, -he’d 
have stopped in Heaven. But he’s artful, 
and he’s had a pretty long spell these 
six thousand years in studying the weak 
points of human nature. And so sure as 
you begin to parley with him, he'll out- 
wit you and throw you. I'll tell you 
what I have done with him these many 
years; I never speak to him at all, but 
just as soon as he comes to me, I allus 
introduce him to my betters.”—From A. 
B. Simpson, in the Alliance Weekly, Sent 
by Wilson Graham, Seattle. 


Here Am I for Orders !—And when he 
had called the people unto him with his 
disciples also (Mark 8:34). G.F. Vallance 
in his little magazine, Threshed Wheat, 
tells of an interesting incident that oc- 
curred when Shackleton, the great ex- 
plorer, was planning what proved to 
be his last expedition to the Arctic seas. 
As he was seated in an office in London, 
talking to a friend, the latter said, “I am 
surprised at the publicity you are giv- 
ing your new venture. It is rather un- 
like you.” Shackleton replied: “I have 
a purpose in doing so. I want my col- 
league, Mr. Wild, to hear about. my plans. 
He has buried himself in the heart of 
Africa, and has left no address, but I 
thought that if I would broadcast the 
news that I was going, it might filter 
through into the center of Africa; and 
if Wild knows I am going, he will come.” 
His friend looked across the table and 
said: “I am sorry to disappoint you, 
Shackleton, but Frank Wild was in this 
very office four months ago, and he told 
me he had finished with the Arctic 
regions. He was seeking a warmer cli- 
mate, and was leaving at once for Africa 
to shoot big game. He said he would be 
away for three years, cut off from the 
outer world, and that nothing would 
bring him back.” And Shackleton re- 
plied, “If Wild knows I am going, he 
will come.” Just then the door opened 
and a boy came in with a visiting card. 
The friend looked at it and said, “Wild 
is here.” They both turned, and stand- 
ing in the doorway was Mr. Wild. It 
was a. dramatic moment as Wild and 
Shackleton shook hands — the handshake 
of loyalty. “I heard you were going,” 
said Wild, “the news found its way into 
Africa; and when I knew, I dropped my 
gun, picked up a bit of baggage, and 
made straight for home, and here I am. 
What are your orders?” Would you do 
that for Jesus Christ? Would you go 
to the ends of the earth for Him? Would 
you drop the job you were doing if He 
wanted you to— put your hand into His 
hand, and tell Him to count on you?— 
From the Evangelical Christian. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


What He Would Talk About.—There 
talked with him two men, which were 
Moses and Elias (Luke 9:30). Sometimes 
I feel that Christ would find Himself 
a little lonely in our churches today. I 
can imagine His sitting in humble dis- 
guise in the churches, and then when 
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He.came.out, saying: -(*fheyispoke ear- 
nestly of Me as a Helper, as one who 
sympathizes with all the oppressed; as 
one who hates injustice, hypocrisy, and 
war. All that was good, but I waited in 
vain to hear them speak of that about 
which Moses and Elijah spoke with Me 
on the Mount, that which is dearest to 
My heart, and dearest to the heart of 
My Father in Heaven, how I died on the 
cross. for their sins.”"—From Clarence E. 
Macartney. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Always Better, When He Substitutes. 
—Master it is good for us to be here: 
and let us make three tabernacles (Luke 
9:33). The Lord had something for Peter 
much better than that. I remember years 
ago living in a town where I could never 
buy anything to fit me. I used to send 
away occasionally to a certain big store 
for what I needed, and they would send 
me printed order forms. At the bottom 
of the forms were some such words as 
these: “If we have not the article you 
order in stock, may we substitute?” Once 
I said, “Yes,” and they wrote, “We are 
sorry we have not in stock the article 
you ordered, but we are substituting 
...” And they sent me something that 
was worth double the price I paid. They 
made it a rule, if they could not supply 
the article ordered, to substitute with 
one of a much better quality. Ever after 
that I printed it out boldly so they would 
understand it—YES. When we pray to 
God, we had better put on the order 
form that we are quite willing to let, 
Him substitute, for every time He does 
He sends us something far better, “ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think.”—From the Gospel Witness. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Why It Was Necessary.—There came a 
voice . . . saying, This is my beloved 
Son: hear him (Luke 9:35). .“It is said 
that a learned scientist was an agnostic. 
He believed that there is a ‘Supreme Be- 
ing’ who created all things, but .. . he 
had come to the conclusion that this 
God was so great and so far off that no 
man could hope to know Him. One day 
he . . . stopped to watch the ants at 
work in an ant hill. He noticed that 
the ants seemed agitated as his shadow 
fell upon them. If only those ants knew 
how kindly I feel toward them, he 
thought, they would not be disturbed at 
my presence. He found himself 
wondering if a man could ever com- 
municate his thoughts to ants. .. . Why, 
no, that is impossible! For a human 
to teach the ants what he is like, and 
to convey to them his thoughts, he would 
have to become an ant. Then like a flash 
of light from Heaven, came this thought. 
Why, that is exactly the problem that 
confronted the God of this universe. In- 
finitely high as He is above us in His 
being and in His thoughts, to teach men 
to know Him, and to know His thoughts 
it. was necessary for Him to become 
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man! And there, in the quiet of his 
garden, that man of science . . . bowed 
in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in worship, exclaiming in holy awe... 
‘My Lord and my God!’”—From Chris- 
tian Victory. Sent by Orrie D. Yoder 
(Please send address). 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


S WE begin a new quarter today, 

let’s plan for the lessons, as they 
are consecutive, except for the Easter 
lesson, following events in the life of 
Christ. As a visual aid, get a strip an 
inch wide and 13 inches long, of wood 
or heavy cardboard. Glue a standard 
to the back of it, as an easel, so it will 
stand up. Or if you use the flannel 
board, you can use a strip of cloth of 
the same dimensions. If you have a 
large class, make the dimensions larger, 
but in the same proportion. The color 
doesn’t matter, as it will all be covered 
when the quarter is finished. 

Cut twelve strips of cardboard 1 inch 
wide and 3 inches long, and one strip 1 
inch wide and 9 inches long. Each week 
you will type a Memory Verse on type- 
writer paper and color it lightly with 
color crayon, or type on colored con- 
struction paper. ; 

Each Sunday paste the Memory Verse 
‘strip on the upright, beginning at the 
bottom. Paste them evenly, 1 inch on 
each side of upright strip, so they make 
a straight edge, making the upright 3 
inches wide after they are pasted. 

' When you came to the lesson for June 
12, Jesus’ Death and Burial, you will 
use the 9 inch strip, which should be 
black, and that makes the crossbar of 
the cross, which will be complete when 
you paste on the last text. Don’t tell 
the children what it is going to be. They 








This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 258) 


1. Herod, whose conscience made him 


afraid. (See Mark 6:16.) 

2. See Malachi 4:5, 6 and Mark 9:11-13. 

3. See Matthew 16:17. 

4. Because He would not be so pro- 
claimed apart from the work of the cross. 
See Acts 2:36. 

5. John 13:6-8; Acts 10:13, 14. 

6. Because he was acting the part of 
Satan, the Adversary, seeking to turn our 
Lord from the Father’s purpose. 

7. That it was in connection with a sea- 
son of prayer. The same of the coming 
of the Spirit upon Him at His baptism 
(Luke 3:21, 22). 

8. Perhaps Jude 9 has a suggestion here. 

9. (a) In speaking when he did not know 
what to say (Mark 9:6); (b) he gave Moses 
and Elijah a place alongside Jesus (Luke 
9:33); (c) he forgot that vision is prepara- 
tion for service (see incident following). 

10. (a) To blot out all rivals to Christ; 
(b) to bring the voice of God to our hearts. 


Wueaton, It, 
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love surprises,-and they love to dis- 
cover things for themselves, which they 
will do when you put the crossbar on. 

If you use the flannel board, use dif- 
ferent colors of cloth strips with the 
verse typed on paper and pasted on the 
cloth. This size will be large enough 
for a small group, but must be larger 
if you have a large class, such as a 2 
inch width by 26 inch long upright, 2x6 
strips, with one strip 2x18 inches. Red 
would be good for your first strip. 

Our lessons continue last quarter's 
studies, lessons in the earthly life of 
Jesus Christ. Our topic calls this les- 
son, “Peter’s Secret About Jesus,” but 
I like to call it “Peter’s Discovery.” It 
wasn’t a secret, for Peter spoke right 
out before all the disciples, and a secret 
isn’t a secret when you tell eleven other 
people! Jesus was walking with His 
disciples along the roads of Czsarea 
Philippi, and as they walked, they 
talked. 

Jesus asked them a question, “Whom 
do men say that I am?” 

The disciples began to tell Him. “Some 
say You are John the Baptist, some say 
that You are Elias. Some just say You 
are one of the prophets.” 

Then He asked them that question 
that every person in the world who ever 
hears of the Lord Jesus Christ must 
answer, “But whom say ye that I am?” 
Peter, the warmhearted, impulsive one, 
answered quickly, “Thou art the Christ.” 
Maybe others of the disciples would 
have said the same thing if Peter had 
given them time. Then Jesus told them 
not to tell people atout Him. That was 
strange, wasn’t it? We think it must 
have been because Christ had a work 
to do, and He had to do it before His 
enemies began to hinder Him—the 
time was not yet come for them to tell 
the world about Him. But after His 
death and resurrection He told them to 
go into all the world and tell every crea- 
ture of His life and death and resurrec- 
tion; they were to go into all the world 
and preach the Gospel. 

Now the important thing is that every 
one of you children must answer that 
same question, “Whom say ye that I 
am?”: What you believe about Christ 
decides whether you will spend eternity 
in Heaven or hell. What you believe 
about Christ tells me what kind of life 
you will live here on earth, 

One of my neighbors is a very pleas- 
ant man, a very nice neighbor if you 
just speak to him in passing, but if 
you have a talk with him, you find. that 
his mind is full of wickedness and curs- 
ing, and the first day he talked to my 
husband he told him that he had no 
use for Christ, he was no{hing but a 
good man. He does not beliéve the 
Bible. He lives just for this life, and 
he thinks that when he dies, it will be 
the end of him. He is past seventy years 
of age, and has no hope. It breaks one’s 
heart to see a man like that. Do you 
know why he is like that? Because one 
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Jesus and the disciples were sitting near 
the treasury. Many of the rich were casting 
in large sums. Then came the poor widow who 
gave two mites, which made a farthing. See- 
ing this, Jesus said, “Verily I say unto you 
that this poor widow hath cast more in than 
all they which have cast into the treasury.” 

To help you better understand the great, 
133-year record of the American Bible So- 
ciety, we have prepared a beautifully illus- 
trated booklet, “Your Gift that Lives.” In it 
you will see pictures from many lands where 
the Society is now working. You will also find 
31. questions and answers about American 
Bible Society Annuities. 

These Annuities pay you a regular income 
for life. Then a portion of your gift is used to 
print and distribute God’s Word to others in 
many countries. May we 
send you a copy of “Your 
Gift that Lives”? It is free. 


AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY 
450 PARK AVENUE 
NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 





AMERICAN Bisie SocIETY 

450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 
Gentlemen: Please send me, without obliga- 
tion, postage prepaid, the illustrated booklet, 








“Your Gift that Lives.” SS-7 
Name 

Address. 

City. State 
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day he was asked that question, “Whom 
do you say that I am?” and he refused 
to believe the Bible; he refused to lis- 
ten to God’s Holy Spirit, and decided 
he would not believe in the Lord Jesus. 
All his long life he has kept on refus- 
ing Christ’s love. What an awful day 
it will be for him when he sees Christ 
in all His glory and realizes that He 
is really God the Son. 

May not one of you children ever 
make such a wrong decision. Answer 
the question now as Peter did so long 
ago, “Thou art the Christ,” and accept 
Him for your own Saviour, as Peter did. 

The Memory Verse is, “Thou art the 
Christ.” 

FELTON, CALIF,” 


we 


Reaching “The Men With Shaved 
Heads” 
(Continued from page 253) 


To return to our Altamira base, we pur- 
chased a small canoe and paddled it 
downstream for a whole month. In this 
way, we reached a score of riverside 
communities with the Gospel. We were 
relieved when a trader’s motorboat ap- 
peared in time to take-us through the 
perilous rapids which still separated us 
from our destination. 

We shall appreciate all the prayer help 


we can get for the K.K.K., the Gospel - 


gramophone recordings, and Scripture 
translations left behind with those Bra- 
zilian teachers, and that the Lord will 
keep the way open for our next meeting. 


we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, April 3 


5. Long Range Strategy 
(2 Tim. 3:14, 15; Luke 9:57-62) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
, used by permission. 


N_BUNYAN’S “Pilgrim’s Progress,” 

you may recall that when Christian 
was on his way from the City of De- 
struction to the Wicket-Gate, to which 
he had been directed by Evangelist, he 
was accompanied by a man whose name 
was Pliable, and who was. quite con- 
vinced of the value of joys and blessings 
of the land toward which Christian 
had set his face, until the two of them, 
not heeding where they were walking, 
slipped into a bog called the Slough 
of Despond, where “they wallowed for 
a time, being grievously bedaubed with 
dirt.” 

In imminent danger of sinking in the 
mire, Pliable said angrily, “Is this the 
happiness you have told me all this 
while of? If we have such ill speed at 
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our first setting out, what may we expect 
betwixt this and our journey’s end? 
May I get out again with my life, you 
shall possess the brave country alone 
for me.” Saying this, he struggled des- 
perately and got out of the mire on the 
side of the slough which was next to 


his own house and went away, and 
Christian saw him no more. 
ye 
Undoubtedly, there will be some 
among those you have visited in the 


evangelistic campaign you have been 
conducting for the last few weeks who 
will be much like Pliable. They have 
been interested by the witness you have 
given concerning the Lord Jesus. Per- 
haps they may have been persuaded to 
attend some of the meetings of your 
young people’s group, and have been 
almost at the point of a definite decision 
to accept the Lord Jesus. Then some 
difficulty has arisen, some unpleasant 
experience, or some testing. It may be 
that they have suddenly been confronted 
with the necessity of choosing between 
Christ and some other attraction, or some 
fancied obligation, and they have turned 
back, or postponed accepting Him until 
some more convenient time. 
ye 

Are you going to be content to let 
them go their own way without any 
further effort on your part? Let us re- 
member right here that very likely you 
did not accept the Lord Jesus the first 
time you knew about Him. Let us ask 
God to fill our hearts with patience and 
love toward these who have turned back 
and gone their own way. We can con- 
tinue to pray for them. We can plan 
for periodic revisitation of these indi- 
viduals, perhaps by other Christians in 
your group. With your pastor you can 
plan for definite meetings throughout 
the coming year in your group, where 
there will be a clear presentation of the 
way of salvation and an opportunity 
given to accept Christ. You can invite 
any who may have turned back to such 
meetings, and by your interest and lov- 
ing patience and persistence show them 
that you are really concerned because 
they have not yet accepted the Lord 
and Master who means so much to you. 

we 

But what of those who have made 
definite acceptance of the Lord Jesus. 
Have you no further concern for these? 
It is sad, but none the less true, that 
many Christians, if they were being 
classified by the same standard used in 
the physical realm, would have to be 
classified as cases of “arrested develop- 
ment.” Having accepted the Lord Jesus 
as their Saviour, they have never gone 
on to reach the full stature of a perfect 
man in Christ (Eph. 4:12-15). 
Just as little babes need to eat and 
drink and exercise so that they may grow 
and develop, so babes in Christ need to 
be encouraged to read the Word, to main- 
tain their daily prayer time, and to find 
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places of Christian service. We can 
encourage these new-born believers 
through our own personal _ efforts 
through our young people’s meetings, 
and the like. 

Many of these will find that the com- 
panions they enjoyed and practices they 
followed before they accepted Christ are 
no longer wholly suitable to a consistent 
Christian walk. We may have a very 
real part in helping them to find and 
enjoy Christian companionship, and 
wholesome activities that will fill the 
void left by their former worldly friends 
and practices. 

We can help new Christians to obtain 
Christian periodicals and Christian books 
to take the place of some of the read- 
ing matter that may no longer be ap- 
propriate in their new life. 

We can encourage them to unite with 
some sound, Bible-believing church, 
where they can have the counsel and 
help and discipline of Christian friends, 
where they may be taught the Word, 
and where they may find Christian activ- 
ity. Confer with your pastor regarding 
some instruction classes for these new 
believers, looking forward to church 
membership some time in the near 
future. Through all of this, let us place 
the emphasis on a better knowledge of 
Christ, and of His Word, and a consis- 
tent Christian walk, rather than on mere 
church membership. 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 


Great Missionaries to the Orient. By 
J. Theodore Mueller. (Zondervan Pub, 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.50.) 
Here is a study of many strong mis- 
sionary characters, particularly those 
associated with the earliest years of mis- 
sions in Korea and Japan. There are 
many interesting facts about the coun- 
tries dealt with, their peoples, their re- 
ligions, and their rulers, linked up with 
stories of how some of the first heralds 
of the cross received their call and how 
they obeyed it. The book is made up 
of short, unrelated chapters, but rich in 
source material, dates, and statistics. It 
closes with some brief sketches of not- 
able Japanese and Korean -Christians 
who have contributed much to the spir- 
itual, social, and political life of their 
respective countries. 


The Psalms Outlined. By Arthur Emer- 
son Harris, D.D. (Judson Press, Phila- 
delphia 3; $1.75.) Probably the best way 
to present the content of this book is to 
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give the outline of a well-known Psalm 
as an example. Here is Psalm 23: 
’ The Psalm of the Traveler 
Theme: God’s wonderful care of His own 
I. Provision (vs. 1-3). 
Il. Protection (v. 4). 
Ill. Providence (v. 5). 
IV. Peace (v. 6a). 
V. Paradise (v. 6b). 
Under each main heading there are from 
one to five subheadings. For instance, 
under “ITI. Providence,” are the follow- 
ing: 
1. Prosperity. It takes highest skill ... 
to find feeding places. 
2. Purity. Oil is provided . . 
bruises . . . 
3. Plenty. Nothing is forgotten that 
makes for our comfort. 
The outlines are not long and tedious, 
but are full enough to be profitable, 
They are not bare skeletons by any 
means. The author is a professor at 
Eastern Baptist Seminary, and is well 
qualified for the task. He has allowed 
the text to produce the outline, and there 
is nothing forced or fanciful introduced. 
Every Psalm is outlined in a thought- 
provoking, illuminative, and suggestive 
manner. The emphasis is spiritual and 
evangelical. Bible students, preachers, 
and Christian workers will find _ this 
volume a real help and blessing in treat- 
ing the Book of Psalms. 


The Child in Your Midst. By Raymond 
M. Olson. (Augsburg Pub, House, Min- 
neapolis 15; 40 cents, paper.) These “Ten 
Studies in Understanding Children” are 
part of an excellent teacher training 
course. The first chapter, “What Are the 
Church’s Intentions?” reveals the foun- 
dation upon which the work is based. 
Psychology is kept in its proper place 
as a help to teaching Christian truth. 
Widely different views are discussed, 
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but the truly evangelical position is 
firmly held. The life of the child 
through infancy, pre-school age, middle 
childhood, later childhood, and adoles- 
cence seems placed under a microscope 
and observed, analyzed, and interpre- 
ted. The factors in home and school 
that have entered into his make-up are 
stated, and ways tomeet them are outlined. 
The need is shown for the teacher him- 
self.to be firmly established on the Rock 
of Ages, for only then can he hope to 
demonstrate that “religious truth can 
come in pleasant packages without low- 
ering the quality of the contents.” The 
problems of religion in the adolescent 
are well handled, and wise, spiritual 
counsel is given. It is not a cold, ab- 
stract, theoretical treatment, but very 
concrete and full of life, breathing an 
atmosphere of loving understanding and 
helpfulness on every page. It should 
be valuable for the parent as well as for 
the teacher. 


He Will Abundantly Pardon. By Wal- 
ter A. Maier. (Concordia Pub. House, 
St. Louis 18; $2.75.) Eighteen forceful, 
factual sermons preached on the Luth- 
eran Hour are presented in this volume. 
Anyone who has heard Dr. Maier on 
the air will find himself reading these 
messages somewhat after the manner of 
their original, vigorous delivery. Need- 
less to say, they make for stimulating, 
informative reading. Not the least of 
the helpful contents of the book are the 
full-length , prayers, just as they were 
used on the radio at the beginning of 
each week’s broadcast. Like the ser- 
mons, they are fresh, arousing, and 
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evangelistic. Surely there would be a 
revival in the land were all the pulpits 
of our churches the fountain heads of 
a full-flowing stream of such discerning, 
disturbing, and properly dogmatic utter- 
ances, 


Making a Go of Life. By Roy L. Smith. 
(Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville 
2, Tenn., $1.25.) A well-known writer and 
speaker presents here a daily devotional 
book, which has for each day of the 
year a page consisting of a Scripture 
reference, a discussion or homily, a brief 
prayer, and a “spiritual experiment.” 
There is a special topic for each week’s 
readings. Much is said that is fine, 
thought-provoking, and interesting, but 
throughout the work there is consistently 
maintained a position that makes the 
line of demarkation between God and 
man very faint, if it exists at all. The 
deity of our Lord is not acknowledged. 
He is frequently referred to, but simply 
as “Jesus” —a good man and an exam- 
ple to follow. In the section, “Jesus 
as a Spiritual Expert,” it is stated that 
to honor Buddha, Zoroaster, and Con- 
fucius “in no wise detracts from the 
moral and spiritual grandeur of Jesus.” 
His “way of life” is highly commended. 
He is praised as an excellent workman 
and businessman, so that even at His 
trial they had to admit they could find 
no fault in the quality of His work or 
the honesty of His business dealings. 
It was John the Baptist’s preaching that 
called Jesus out of the Nazareth car- 


penter shop and started Him as a 
preacher. “He entertained a great faith 
in life . . . and a great faith in man, 


thinking of him as the natural child and 
heir of God, who had inherited many 
of the Father’s finest characteristics.” 
“Jesus lived as if God was his Father.” 
He “was profoundly convinced that God 
was interested in him as an individual, 
just as he believed that God was inter- 
ested in all individuals.” 

Many pages are devoted to a discussion 
of sin and the “changing views” regard- 
ing it. The Old Testament sacrifices for 
sin are discredited as mistaken Hebrew 
effort to “attract the friendly attention 
of God.” “Sin is mismanagement of 
life.” Throughout the work there runs 
a subtle flattery of man. “God believes 
in us” and we should endeavor to live 
worthy of His confidence, and believe 
in our own “dignity and divinity.” There 
is no suggestion that man needs to be 
lifted “out of the miry clay” by a Power 
greater than his own. Much excellent 
counsel is given in regard to “making 
a go of life,” but one wonders, going in 
what direction? If the Lord Jesus is, as 
He said, the Way, and not merely a 
way-shower, the signposts have been 
sadly confused and misplaced. 


The Bible Speaks to You. By Francis 
C. Stifier. (Greystone Press, New York 
13; $2.) The Word of God is here pre- 
sented to individuals with their pet- 
sonal problems, to nations,.to youth, 
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statesmen, to farmers, to labor and man- 
agement, in fact, to all types of people. 
In reading the book one has the im- 
pression of listening to a collection of 
interesting addresses. Mr. Stifler is" the 
public relations man of the American 
Bible Society and has access to large 
amounts of information and anecdote, 
and we get the reflection of this in his 
book. But a man writing on the Bible 
should be careful in his interpretation 
of the Bible. Of the New England Puri- 
tans he says that, in their society, were 
“eruelties and persecutions and perver- 
sions a-plenty, but the basic teachings 
of the Bible were never abandoned.” 
Yet with this is found the statement that 
“every man is a child of God.” No true 
New Englander of the old days ever said 
that, or believed that, much less that 
the Bible taught it. The vogue of this 
false premise in New England is due 
to Unitarianism, which is not spiritual 
New England any more than are Mrs. 
Eddy and Archbishop Cushing, 


Hungry People. By Ken Anderson. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
2, Mich., $2.) As the title suggests, this 
is not a pleasant story, but it is a stir- 
ing, gripping, and deeply moving tale, 
revealing conditions all too prevalent in 
some of the war-torn countries of Eu- 
rope. A young German soldier, Gott- 
fried Bender, after several years in an 
internment camp returns to his old 
home in Berlin. He still believes in the 
principles he was taught in the Hitler 
Youth Movement, and his Heart is full 
of bitterness. He finds poverty and 
wretchedness, intrigue and sin, but there 
is still shining there the light from the 
life and testimony of real Christians, 
including Gottfried’s own mother and a 
young neighbor girl. One happy thread 
of the story shows the influence of a 
young American lieutenant and his wife 
in the Occupation Forces, who are true 
and earnest Christians co-operating with 
the efforts of the churches there. Gott- 
fried, bitterly hating everything Amer- 
ican, is reluctantly drawn into conver- 
sation with the lieutenant and led to see 
things in a different light. At last he 
finds the Lord Jesus to be the solution 
to his personal problem, though his life 
must still be lived against a darkened 
background. A pretty romance is woven 
throughout, 


Wilfred Grenfell — Labrador’s Dogsled 
Doctor. By Basil Miller. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
$1.50.) Here is the story of a thrilling 
and picturesque life. Wilfred Grenfell 
in his happy youth acquired a taste for 
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the sick and suffering where no other 
help was available. He explored mahy 
strange places on sea and land, found- 
ing hospitals in out-of-the-way corners, 
establishing missions, schools, orphan- 
ages—anything that would improve 
the living conditions of the people he 
loved. His actions challenged many 
others to make similar efforts to help 
the people. He had many trials and 
many triumphs. Some of his thrilling 
adventures are given in detail; and add 
to the interest of an absorbing and in- 
formative story of a worth-while life. 
An excellent biography for young peo- 
ple. 


The Polity of the Churches. By J. L. 
Schaver. (Church Polity Press, 350 West 
69th St., Chicago 21; Vol, I, $3; Vol. II, 
$3.50; both volumes, $6.) After a survey 
and appraisal of the principles of episco- 
pacy, congregationalism, presbyterianism, 
and Lutheranism, Volume I discusses the 
question of authority in the churches, It 
belongs to both office bearers and the 
congregation. Next, the author traces the 
development of major assemblies. As a 
believer in presbyterianism, he finds 
them Scriptural and practical. He dis- 
cusses the qualifications and duties of 
ministers, deacons, and elders, and 
stresses the need for training in the dis- 
charge of these offices. The volume 
concludes with a discussion of voting, 
church discipline, and other practical 
matters. The author bases his views on 
the Bible and a sound understanding of 
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history. He places a needed emphasis 
on a neglected subject. 

Volume I suffers from a want of docu- 
mentation— many quotations are left 
without any reference either to the 
author or to the book. The final chap- 
ter, “Church Statistics and Notes,” pur- 
ports to list all the churches in the 
United States but falls short of its claim, 

Volume II concerns the polity of one 
particular reformed church, 


Daniel Speaks to the Church. By Wal- 
ter Liithi. Translated from the German 
by John M. Jensen. (Augsburg Pub. 
House, Minneapolis 15; $2.) The twelve 
chapters of this book are twelve ser- 
mons given by Pastor Liithi in Basel, 
Switzerland, about ten years ago, From 
each of the twelve chapters of Daniel 
he has drawn a practical message for 
the Christian Church of today. Some 
of the elements of Daniel’s character, 
in which he is a type of Christ, are well 
portrayed and, as a devotional type of 
reading, the book is useful. But, as 
an exposition of the great prophetic 
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A Heart Cry 


50,000 New Testaments, in modern Greek, 
contributed by the Million Testaments Cam- 
paigns, are being shipped to Greece — the first 
Greek Testaments containing the plan of sal- 
vation. Every member of Parliament will receive 
a copy, as will many other government officials. 
University and high school students, business 
leaders, army personnel, and civilians will re- 
ceive God’s Word in language all can under- 
stand. One communist prison camp where 
these Testaments were handed out has become 
a Bible school, with a spiritual revolution in full 
progress. Here, truly, is a mighty miracle. 


A Second Miracle Is Needed — Food 


‘ What but a miracle can provide, this spring, 
10,000 urgently needed Faith Food Packages at $10.00 each to save the lives of 
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homeless refugees from guerrilla-war areas, allowed 7 cents a day by 
the government —the price of one slice of bread; 400,000 are orphan 
children; 2,500,000 are unemployed, with no prospect of work. 

Our package is called FAITH PACKAGE because in addition to nourishing 
food it contains a Greek New Testament and other Christian literature. Distri- 
bution of these packages and of the 50,000 New Testaments will be made under 
the personal supervision of our missionaries. The Gospel will go with the 
food. Will you pray, then act—as churches, as families, as individuals. 
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message of Daniel’s unusual prophecies, 
it is very disappointing. The point of 
view is amillennial, and the Church is 
presented as fulfilling the Kingdom 
prephecies under “King Jesus.” For this 
reason many strong passages are. han- 
dled in a very weak manner. This re- 
viewer believes the Swiss pastor has 
failed to recognize the fact that in this 
dispensation the Spirit of God endeavors 
to rule the Church by gentle persuasion 
in believers’ hearts. Some day, how- 
ever, the Son of God, who is King of 
kings, will return in person to rule over 
man’s fallen kingdoms “with a rod of 
iron.” 


The Epistles of John. By August Van 
Ryn. (Loizeaux Bros., Inc.. New York 
10; $2.) Mr. Van Ryn, a descendant of 
the famous Dutch painter, Rembrandt 
Van Ryn, has done a thorough job of 
commenting on the three Epistles of 
John. Supplying “a simple view of the 
deep truths in these Epistles,’ Mr. Van 
Ryn indicates that while the Gospel of 
John “depicts eternal life in Christ,” the 
Letters of. John “have for their topic 
eternal life in us, who believe in Jesus.” 
In this brief but complete work there is 
included, by way of introduction, a help- 
ful analysis of the respective ministries 
of Peter, Paul,-and John. 

However, the author’s view that “not 
all unbelievers are children of the 
Devil,” some being merely children of 
Adam, while plausibly presentéd, is 
questionable and confusing. A differ- 
ence of degree among sinners, meriting 
varying degrees of punishment (Rev. 20: 
13), necessitates no difference in kind. 
St. Augustine has this to say on this 
subject: “The Devil made no man, be- 
gat no man, created no man: but who 
imitates the Devil, becomes a child of 
the Devil, as if begotten of him. In what 
sense art thou a child of Abraham? Not 
that Abraham begat thee. In the same 
sense as that in which the Jews, the 
children of Abraham, by not imitating 
the faith of Abraham, are become chil- 
dren of the Devil” (see “The Cambridge 
Bible,” Epistles of St. John, edited by A. 
Plummer, D.D., p. 126). Thus, whether 
by passively ignoring or actively reject- 
ing Christ, sonship to Satan is revealed. 

One wonders how Mr. Van Ryn would 
explain Ephesians 2:1-3, “And you hath 





“he quickened, who were dead in tres- 


passes and sins; wherein in time past 
ye walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now 
worketh in the children of disobedience: 
among whom also we all had our con- 
versation in times past in the lusts of 
our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the 
flesh and of the mind; and were by 
nature the children of wrath, even as 
others.” 


In the Days of King Alfred. By Beth 
Coombe Harris. (Pickering & Inglis, Ltd., 
Glasgow. C.2, Scotland. May be had 
from Fleming H. Revell Co., New York 
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10: $2.25.) The first whipping young 
Baldwin received was aliog-‘her unde- 
served. And so was the second, for it 
was high-spirited Bertha who had been 
the culprit. But the lad bore the pain 
willingly for love of her, thus giving an 
unconscious lesson of One who suffered 
that men might go free. Baldwin early 
learned this sweet truth, as did his 
friend, Prince Alfred. But Bertha closed 
her heart to the Saviour until the years 
had brought sorrow and need. These 
same years carried the boys far away 
to help drive the Danes from South 
England. At last, Alfred was crowned 
king, and Baldwin was able to search 
for his girl playmate. When God had 
brought them together, the two delighted 
to help their monarch in his selfless 
service for his people. An excellent 
story against the background of Eng- 
land’s greatest king and the troubled 
history of his day. 


The Solace of Shadowland. By R. D. 
Johnston, M.A. (Pickering & Inglis, Ltd., 
Glasgow, C.2, Scotland. May be had 
from Fleming H. Revell Co., New York 
10: $2.75.) Every Christian feels the 
strain of these latter days, hence the 
comfort and security offered by Mr. 
Johnston’s strong, sweet messages make 
them peculiarly welcome. They number 
twelve, each being carefully divided, 
illustrated, and packed with such meaty 
sentences as, “Sometimes the Lord calms 
the storm; again He lets the storm rage 
and calms His child.” A sample outline 
of 2 Corinthians 4:17 allows three items 
on the debit side, “affliction,” “light af- 
fliction,” and “but for a moment”; and 
on the credit side, “glory,” “a far more 
exceeding glory,” and “eternal 

. glory.” From the original Greek 
text is drawn additional light, and the 
accompanying story pictures a prisoner 
who, having finally been proved inno- 
cent, is not only pardoned, but given 
gold equal in weight to his fetters. Here 
also is exhortation to careful living, de- 
voted service, and patient waiting for 
the Lord’s return, and frequent use is 
made of quotable poems. 


Moments of Meditation. By James 
Hair, M.A. (Pickering & Inglis, Ltd., 
Glasgow, C.2, Scotland. May be had 
from Fleming H. Revell Co., New York 
10; $2.) A collection of thirty-six homi- 
lies of a quality that far exceeds the 
limited size of the book. Judged by its 
size the book is high-priced. Judged 
by its content it is well worth its price. 
The author says in two-page and three- 
Page evangelical essays what many a 
man would take six or nine pages to 
say. The subjects are varied and vital- 
izing. They are presented in choice 
language, and, like “roses in December,” 
compel attention and capture the heart. 
Vibrant with insight, instruction, and in- 
spiration, each of these “Moments of 
Meditation” is an antidote to the ten- 
sion and fear of the hour. A veritable 
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“light in the sanciuary” are these ex- 
presssions of the inexpressibles of the 
Gospel. 


The Hour Has Come. By G. Ray Jor- 
dan, (Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nash- 
ville 2, Tenn., $1.75.) These lectures, 
given in several places by the Professor 
of Homiletics of Emory University, are 
based upon our Lord’s highpriestly 
prayer of John seventeen. The author 
has undoubtedly had opportunity in his 
own education to know the teachings of 
Liberal Christianity. He attended Duke, 
Emory, Yale, Union Theological Semi- 
nary, and the University of Chicago. In 
spite of this training, he makes some sur- 
prising admissions. He seems to think 
that “in the light of recent scientific 
discoveries” we can put more dependence 
upon the Fourth Gospel. In other places, 
he gives the impression that he wants 
to hold on to historic Christianity. Also 
in dealing with our Lord’s petition, “That 
they may -all be one,” he says some 
things very much needed to be said 
about the present condition of Christen- 
dom. He speaks of Christ as the Son 
of God and goes so far as to say, “He 
knew He had power to give eternal life.” 

Yet he appears to teach that we find 
this life that Christ offers by social 
service, which he regards as the chief 
duty of Christians. He accepts the “uni- 
versal Fatherhood of God,” and of course 
he seeks to build a world brotherhood. 
He speaks several times of the great value 
of the cross, but Christ’s sufferings seem 
to be only an example. His position is 
pitiful, as he seeks to hold on to the 
form of that from which he has taken 
the substance. 


The Devotional Bible. Vol. II: The 
Gospels According to Saint Luke and 
Saint John, (The Concordia Pub. House, 
St. Louis 18; $3.) Although an abundance 
of excellent devotional material is now 
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Authorized King James Text 
... the first annotated Bible ever prepared 
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modified self-pronunciation; special introductions and chapter sub- 
heads; complete index which catalogs nearly 4000 notes; historical 
data; chronologies; and maps specially drawn for this edition. 





HARRY A. IRONSIDE, LITT.D., says: 


“This new, annotated edition of the Scriptures 
is designed to help young people particularly 
in their study of the Bible. The notes are not 
too extensive, but are clear and concise, and 
give just what the earnest student needs in 
order to enable him to understand some of 
the difficult passages and to co-ordinate the 
teaching of the Word.” 
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being issued by evangelicals, this volume 
merits more than casual attention. Pub- 
lished by the Missouri Synod of the 
Lutheran Church in connection* with its 
centenary, it is an: impressively hand- 
some piece of work from the standpoint 
of format, while at the same time its 
meditations and prayers are theologically 
solid and spiritually helpful. L. Fuer- 
bringer, Theo. Hoyer, M. H. Franzmann, 
and .H. W. Gockel have together pro- 
duced a book which by its reverence’and 
insight will increase both knowledge and 
love with respect to God’s Word. 


The Christian View of God and the 
World. By James Orr. (Wm. B, Eerd- 
mans Pub, Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$3.50.) Here is a new edition of one of 
the classics of Christian theology and 
apologetics. They are the famous Kerr 
lectures, delivered by Dr. Orr in 1890- 
91, in which he.discusses with scholarly 
ability the centrality of the incarnation 
of God in Jesus Christ and the reason- 
ableness of the Christian view of God, 
the world, man, sin, and human destiny. 
At the same time, this “must” book for 
every preacher—in fact, for every 
Christian-— exposes the shallowness and 
unreasonableness of the philosophical 
alternatives to Christianity, 

Dr. Orr was one of the stalwarts of 
the faith who lived at the time the evo- 
lutionary hypothesis startled the world 
and stunned many theologians, He made 
a mistake made by some others of equal 
spiritual stature and discernment. Being 
convinced that the new theory was true, 
he sought to reconcile his faith with it 
by what is called “theistic evolution,” 
the belief that God created by an evo- 
lutionary process. This conviction ap- 
pears in the present work, but, fortu- 
nately, does not spoil the value of the 
book as a whole. There is so much of 
worth here that the reader can well 
afford to: overlook the comparatively few 
references to theistic evolution. It is 
said that, later in life, Dr. Orr saw the 
fallacy- of such a view and forsook it. 

The references to last things, in a dis- 
cussion of “The Incarnation and Human 
Destiny,” are somewhat general, but do 
include a belief in the ultimate personal 
return of Christ. Here again, there is 
so much that is satisfying from the stand- 
point of Christian evidences or apolo- 
getics that the reader would do himself 
an injustice to discard or ignore the 
book because of disagreement with the 
author on the details of the doctrine of 
“Last Things.” 

Anyone who wants to think, or be 
made to think, should read this book. 
It is the kind that needs, and deserves, 
to be studied page by page. Unbelievers 
with the mentality required to read it 
should be convinced by it. Believers 
will relish it as a choice morsel of meat, 
and be strengthened by it in “the faith 
which was once delivered unto the 
saints.” 
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Living in Jesus’ Day. By Nell I. Minor 
and Emily F. Bryant. (The Standard Pub. 
Co., Cincinnati 10; 60 cents, paper.) Boys 
and girls of the Junior age sometimes 
find it difficult to realize that the peo- 
ple of the Bible were very real folk 
like themselves. But here, beautifully 
pictured by word and illustration, is the 
home life of Palestine in the time of our 
Lord. “Simple descriptions are given of 
the house and furnishings, of the wor- 
ship, and of the social life of that day. 
The type is beautifully clear, and every 
page is illustrated in soft, beautiful 
colors. The book, bound in artistic card- 
board, will be found useful in work 
with children in home or school. 


Bird Life in Wington. By J. Calvin 
Reid. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) Beside the pul- 
pit stands a model white church with 
steeple and bell, the “First Birderian 
Church of Wington.” Around it are 
grouped the members, all well-known 
birds, In short stories, simply told and 
full of bird lore, are practical sermon- 
ettes for children and young people, but 
equally enjoyable to adults. There is 
Mr. Mocking-bird, Bill Whippoorwill, 
Mrs. Pelican and Mrs. Owl, “Bing” 
Canary, Mr. J. Edgar Kingbird, Senator 
Starling, Professor Magpie, and many 
others. With keenness, skill, and de- 
lightful humor these birds are made to 
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portray, in subtle caricature, human 
faults and foibles, and also to display 
Christian wisdom and prudence and 
kindness. Each chapter is illustrated 
with amazingly clever and original 
drawings of the bird characters. The 
messages were given with much accept- 
ance in the author’s own church, and 
they contain not only good moral les- 
sons, but spiritual truth as well. 


ye 
Your Easter Program for This Year 


NCE again a special Easter program 
has been prepared for Sunpay 
ScHoot Times readers who have learned 
to value the special day programs pre- 
pared by Mary Brainerd Smith. The 
special program for this Easter is en- 
titled, “Jesus Lives,” and it provides 
Scripture readings, recitations for the 
various departments of the Sunday 
school, hymn verses to be sung to the 
tunes of familiar hymns, and the like. 
Easter comes on April 17 this year, and 
doubtless you will want to write at once 
for copies of “Jesus Lives” for your 
school. The program is printed in con- 
venient leaflet form, and the cost is 25 
cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. Just ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, 
and ask for the 1949 Easter service. 
Please be sure to show your name and 
mailing address clearly, and state the 
number of copies you desire. 





For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 28 to April 3 


Mon.—Mark 8:27 to 9:1. The Cross Inevitable. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “The Son of man 
must suffer many things, and be rejected 
of the elders, and of the chief. priests, 
and scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again.” The necessity for 
Christ’s coming into the world as Sav- 
iour also made it necessary that He 
should be slain by the hands of cruel 
men. As the nature of God made neces- 
sary the advent of Christ, so the nature 
of sinful man made the cross inevitable. 
This same hatred of God manifest in 
flesh appears today. If Christ were here 
now, He would be rejected of man. Pray 
that you may ever glory in the cross of 
Christ. 


Tues.—Mark 9:20-34. Foretelling the Cross. 
PraYER SuccestTions: “The Son of man 
is delivered into the hands of men, and 
they shall kill him; and after that he is 
killed, he shall rise the third day.” Our 
Lord’s teaching did not register with 
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EVERY DAY CARDS 


Extra money for yourself or organization showing de 
lightful All Occasion greeting card assortments. 
Extensive line features lovely Scripture-text cards. 
Wrappings, and gift stationery. Write at once for sam- 
ples on approval. 


Robinson Cards Dept. 404 Clinton, Mass. 








STUDENTS WANTED 


YOUNG WOMEN, YOUNG MEN 
TRAIN FOR MENTAL NURSING 
THE NEED IS GREAT 
YOU ARE WANTED AT THE 
CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM 


WYCKOFF - - - NEW JERSEY 
Address Director of Nurses 











What Will Bring Revival? 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of Great Commission Prayer League 
Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 
Preacher and layman will profit 
much by the reading of this excel- 

lent presentation. 
25 cents, postpaid 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Doesn’t sound reasonable, does it? 

But it’s a fact! 

For every dollar in cash, the bank gives 
us an extra dollar of credit on our equity 
in the Institute property. In other 
words, “Dollars Doing Double Duty.” 
Strategically located in central Man- 
hattan, opportunities for study and 
service are almost limitless. Recently 
some G. I.’s from near-by Victory Cen- 
ter were invited to a student party 
and five of them were led to Christ 
by N.B.I. students. 

Ever increasing enrollment calls for in- 
creased facilites. We need your help 
in training these young people. 
Remember, every dollar counts for two 
—but this special arrangement is only 
open until June 15, 1949. 

Act now—make your dollars do double 
duty for the Lord. For further infor- 
mation, address 


THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
340-S West 55th Street 
New York 19, N.Y. 

Free from all entangling alliances 
with modernism 
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LITHUANIA. CALLS! 


Hear the soul-hungry cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world— 
dispossessed, dissatisfied, without Christ 
and the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
cent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. 

Write for the Bible’ Witness — FREE. Your prayers 
and help requested. . Write to 

LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 


P. 0. Box 488-T “Chicago 90, Mlinois 
Interdenominational— A Work of Faith 
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the disciples. They missed what the 
Lord said because they were dull of 
hearing. We, too, who have the clear 
words of promise, often act as though 
God had never given them. The call to 
one and all is, “He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear.” Pray that you may be 
swift to hear the Word of God, and to 
treasure up His truth in your heart. 


Wed.—Luke 9:28-36. Mount of Transfiguration. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We were with 
him in the holy mount” (2 Pet. 1:18). 
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“The aim and purpose of this great work 
is expressed, in- the Introduction to the 
first volume: ‘To get the Bible read, to 
help people read it.and to understand it, 
to appreciate it and to enjoy it’.” 
— SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
REPRESENTATIVE PLAN 


THE BOOK QF LIFE is sold only through 
Christian representatives... The-new 25th 
Anniversary Edition opens greater oppor- 
tunities. Write for particulars. 





1018 So. Wabash Ave.- Dept. STB Chicago 5, ill. 


Here is a Bible library for the entire family. The 
eactual Bible story itself,in an interesting and natural 
arrangement. Rich in visual aids. Enthusiastically 


COMBATS ATHEISM AND COMMUNISM 


‘THE BOOK OF LIFE meets the sinister menace of com- 
munism, atheism and juvenile delinquency. Uses King James 
Version with helpful notes, Bible maps, study aids, photo- 
gtaphs, and many 4-color paintings of Old Masters. 

Through THE-BOOK OF LIFE, youth jis inspired to 


follow Jesus’ appeal, “Search the Scrip- 


tures; for... 


poe FOE GW. 


Batts 


they ... testify of Me.” 


STB 
Gentlemen: Please send me FREE copy of your Silver 4 
Anniversary brochure on THE BOOK OF LIFE... 
32 pages of photographs, iliustrations, and texts. 
Iam 0 Parent OD Pastor O- Teacher 
I am interested in your Representative Plan 


O Yes O No 


Name 








City. Zone State. 
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It was necessary that there should be 
eyewitnesses of our Lord’s majesty, be- 
fore He went to the cross. Peter tells 
how the Father gave Him honor and 
glory when He spoke from the excellent 
glory, saying: “This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.” This pre- 
view of Christ’s glory and coming King- 
dom they received is passed on to us that 
we may fellowship with them in. wor- 
shipping the blessed Jesus. Pray that 
your eyes may see more and more the 
beauty of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Thurs.—Luke 9:51-56. Jesus Goes to Jerusalem, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He stedfastly set 
his face to go to Jerusalem.” What 
amazing devotion to the Father’s will. 
“Even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2: 
8). He shrank not from bitter shame 
and anguish in seeking to save us; he 
went through all the darkness of death 
and of the grave. The “BREAKER” 
went before His sheep and opened the 
way for their deliverance. But in doing 
this He laid down His life for the sheep. 
Oh, love the Lord, ye His saints! Pray 
for National Home Missions Fellowship, 
2938 Eastwood Ave., Chicago 25. 
Fri.—Luke 13:31-35. 

Mourning Over Jerusalem. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “O Jerusalem, Je- 
rusalem, which killest the prophets, and 
stonest them that are sent unto thee; 
how often would I have gathered thy 
children together, as a hen doth gather 
her brood under her wings, and ye would 
not!” The infinite eyes of Christ saw 
all that was involved of sorrow for re- 
jecting Israel, and His infinite heart felt 
all the woes He uttered in His lamenta- 
tion over their sins. The same sadness 
of Christ over sinners, if more seen in 
His people, would be a healthy spiritual 
indication. Did Christ so weep? Shall 
our tears be dry? Pray for a burden for 
the salvation cf souls. 


Sat.—John 15:1-15. Words of Farewell 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “These things 
have I spoken unto you, that my joy 
might remain in you, and that your joy 
might be full.” Like a lamp in darkness, 
so these words of cheer from the lips of 
Christ give troubled saints comfort. Who 
comforteth like Him? He did not fail. 
He was not discouraged. His grace can 
keep us cheerful and hopeful in our af- 
flictions. If we only believed Him more 
we should grieve Him less. Pray fora 
cheerful heartlikeness to His. 


Sun.—Mark 10:32-34. Going to Jerusalem. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And _ they 
were in the way going up to Jerusa- 
lem; and Jesus went before them: and 
they were amazed; and as they fol- 
lowed, they were afraid.” Jesus is 
always ahead of His people. If they 
experience woe, He endured more. 
If they serve, He excels. If they love, 
His love passeth knowledge. Every 
virtue they possess is His alone. Pray 
fer grace to do difficult things for 
your Lord. 
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